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MOVING IMAGE ENCODING AND
DECODING DEVICE

This application is a continuation of PCT/JP2010/056378,
filed Apr. 8, 2010, which claims the benefit of the filing date
pursuant to 35 U.S.C. §119(e) of JP2009-114646, filed May
11, 2009, both of which are incorporated herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a moving image encoding/
decoding system that includes a moving image encoding
device, a moving image encoding method, and a moving
image encoding program, the system may also include a
moving image decoding device, a moving image decoding
method, and a moving image decoding program.

BACKGROUND ART

A compression encoding technology is used to efficiently
transmit and store moving picture data. The MPEG-1 to 4 and
ITU (International Telecommunication Union) H.261 to
H.264 systems are widely used for moving pictures. In mov-
ing picture encoding, a prediction signal of a target picture
that is an encoding target is generated by using temporally
adjacent pictures and then a residual between the target pic-
ture and the prediction signal is encoded, thereby realizing a
data amount reduction. This technique is called inter-frame
prediction encoding.

For example, in H.264, one frame picture is divided into a
plurality of regions of blocks each composed of 16x16 pixels,
and encoding processing is performed on the picture on a
block-by-block basis. In inter-frame prediction encoding, a
prediction signal is generated by performing motion predic-
tion on a certain target block of a target picture using a
plurality of other frame pictures that have been encoded and
reconstructed (hereinafter, referred to as “reconstructed pic-
tures”) as reference pictures. At this time, the prediction sig-
nal is generated by performing block matching on prediction
signal candidates with 4 pixel accuracy generated by per-
forming similar fixed pixel interpolation filtering on a plural-
ity of reference pictures, and selecting a prediction signal
candidate having a lowest sum of a code amount when an
error with respect to a target block is encoded, and a code
amount when an identifier of a reference picture and a dis-
placement (motion vector) from the target block are encoded.
Then, discrete-cosine-transformation and quantization pro-
cessing are performed on a residual signal between the target
block and the generated prediction signal, whereby encoded
data is generated.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

When a plurality of reference pictures that are recon-
structed pictures are provided, similar processing may be
performed on all of the reference pictures so as to generate
prediction signal candidates. Specifically, similar fixed pixel
interpolation filtering may be performed on a plurality of
reference pictures that are reconstructed pictures so as to
generate prediction signal candidates. Accordingly, it is dif-
ficult to perform processing most suitable for every reference
picture, and it is difficult to generate a prediction signal for
inter-frame prediction encoding according to an encoding
target picture.

The moving image encoding and decoding system per-
forms encoding or decoding with high efficiency by provid-
ing a preferred prediction signal suitable for a target block of
a target frame picture.
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In an embodiment of the moving image encoding and
decoding system, a moving picture encoding device may be a
moving picture encoding device that divides an encoding
target picture into a plurality of target blocks, generates a
prediction signal with reference to one reference picture of a
plurality of reference pictures, and performs prediction
encoding for every target block. The moving picture encoding
device includes: a prediction signal generation method con-
troller that determines a processing method to be performed
on the reference picture for generating the prediction signal
on each of the plurality of reference pictures, the processing
method determined by combining a predetermined plurality
of processes, and the prediction signal generation method
controller determines a motion vector and a reference picture
on each target block by performing motion prediction for
every target block; a prediction signal generator that gener-
ates the prediction signal for the target block by performing
processing on the reference picture based on the processing
method determined by the prediction signal generation
method controller, the processing method to be performed on
the reference picture for the target block; and an encoder that
encodes information on the processing method on each ref-
erence picture determined by the prediction signal generation
method controller together with a reference list number iden-
tifying a reference picture and motion vector information of
every target block.

The moving picture encoding device can perform encoding
with high efficiency by providing a preferred reference pic-
ture suitable for a target block. Encoding can be performed
with high efficiency because the moving picture encoding
device determines a processing method to be performed on a
reference picture for generating a prediction signal by com-
bining a predetermined plurality of processes for each of a
plurality of reference pictures, and by performing processing
on a reference picture based on the determined processing
method to be performed on the reference picture for the target
block, the moving picture encoding device generates a pre-
diction signal for the target block.

In this configuration, the prediction signal generation
method controller may be configured to determine a specific
processing method as the processing method to be performed
on the reference picture in such a manner that an error
between a prediction signal obtained when processing is per-
formed on the reference picture based on the specific process-
ing method and the corresponding target block becomes
minimum. Accordingly, it makes possible to provide a pre-
ferred prediction signal suitable for a target block, and to
perform encoding with high efficiency.

The prediction signal generation method controller may be
configured to perform motion prediction for every target
block, and determine a motion vector and a reference picture
having a minimum prediction error as the motion vector and
the reference picture of the corresponding specific target
block.

The encoder may be configured to store the information on
the processing method on each reference picture determined
by the prediction signal generation method controller so as to
be associated with the reference list number.

The moving picture encoding device can be embodied as a
moving picture encoding method and a moving picture
encoding program. The moving picture encoding method and
the moving picture encoding program is further described
below. The moving picture encoding method and the moving
picture encoding program exhibit similar operations and
effects as those described with reference to the moving pic-
ture encoding device.
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A moving picture encoding method according to one
embodiment is a moving picture encoding method performed
by a moving picture encoding device that divides an encoding
target picture into a plurality of target blocks, generates a
prediction signal with reference to one reference picture of a
plurality of reference pictures, and performs prediction
encoding for every target block. The moving picture encoding
method includes: a prediction signal generation method con-
trol step of determining a processing method to be performed
on the reference picture for generating the prediction signal
on each of the plurality of reference pictures by combining a
predetermined plurality of processes, and determining a
motion vector and a reference picture on each target block by
performing motion prediction for every target block; a pre-
diction signal generation step of generating the prediction
signal for the target block by performing processing on the
reference picture, based on the processing method to be per-
formed on the reference picture for the target block, the pro-
cessing method determined in the prediction signal genera-
tion method control step; and an encoding step of encoding
information on the processing method on each reference pic-
ture determined in the prediction signal generation method
control step together with a reference list number identifying
a reference picture and motion vector information of every
target block.

A moving picture encoding program according to one
embodiment is a moving picture encoding program for divid-
ing an encoding target picture into a plurality of target blocks,
generating a prediction signal with reference to one reference
picture of a plurality of reference pictures, and performing
prediction encoding for every target block. The moving pic-
ture encoding program causes a computer to operate as: a
prediction signal generation method controller that deter-
mines a processing method to be performed on the reference
picture for generating the prediction signal on each of the
plurality of reference pictures by combining a predetermined
plurality of processes, and determines a motion vector and a
reference picture on each target block by performing motion
prediction for every target block; a prediction signal genera-
tor that generates the prediction signal for the target block by
performing processing on the reference picture, based on the
processing method to be performed on the reference picture
for the target block, the processing method determined by the
prediction signal generation method controller; and an
encoder that encodes information on the processing method
on each reference picture determined by the prediction signal
generation method controller together with a reference list
number identifying a reference picture and motion vector
information of every target block.

In order to achieve the above-described aim, in one
embodiment a moving picture decoding device generates a
prediction signal with reference to one reference picture of a
plurality of reference pictures and performs prediction decod-
ing for every target block of a plurality of target blocks
obtained by dividing a decoding target picture. The moving
picture decoding device includes: a decoder that decodes,
from input encoded data, information on a processing method
to be performed on each reference picture for generating the
prediction signal, and a reference list number identifying a
reference picture and motion vector information of every
target block; a prediction signal generation method controller
that acquires, based on a reference list number of a decoding
target block obtained by the decoder, information on a pro-
cessing method to be performed on a reference picture cor-
responding to the reference list number; and a prediction
signal generator that generates the prediction signal for the
target block by performing processing on the reference pic-
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ture based on the processing method to be performed on the
reference picture for the decoding target block, the processing
method acquired by the prediction signal generation method
controller.

The moving picture decoding device decodes, from input
encoded data, motion vector information of every target
block, information on a processing method to be performed
on each reference picture for generating a prediction signal,
and a reference list number identifying a reference picture.
The moving picture decoding device acquires information on
a processing method to be performed on a reference picture
corresponding to a reference list number based on the refer-
ence list number of a decoding target block, and generates a
prediction signal of a target block by performing processing
on the reference picture based on a processing method to be
performed on the reference picture of the decoding target
block. The moving picture decoding device can perform
decoding with high efficiency by providing a preferred refer-
ence picture suitable for a target block.

In this configuration, the prediction signal generation
method controller may be configured to acquire information
on a specific processing method as the information on a
processing method to be performed on the reference picture.
The information may be acquired on the specific processing
method in such a manner that an error between a prediction
signal obtained when processing is performed on the refer-
ence picture based on the specific processing method and the
corresponding target block becomes minimum. Accordingly,
providing a preferred prediction signal suitable for a target
block makes it possible to perform decoding with high effi-
ciency.

The decoder may be configured to acquire by decoding and
store the information on the processing method on each ref-
erence picture so that the information on the processing
method is stored in association with a corresponding refer-
ence list number of a corresponding one of the reference
pictures. The moving picture decoding device can be embod-
ied as a moving picture decoding method and a moving pic-
ture decoding program. The moving picture decoding method
and a moving picture decoding program is described below.
The moving picture decoding method and the moving picture
decoding program exhibit similar operations and effects as
the moving picture decoding device.

A moving picture decoding method according to one
embodiment is a moving picture decoding method performed
by a moving picture decoding device that generates a predic-
tion signal with reference to one reference picture of a plu-
rality of reference pictures and performs prediction decoding
for every target block of a plurality of target blocks obtained
by dividing a decoding target picture. The moving picture
decoding method includes: a decoding step of decoding, from
input encoded data, information on a processing method to be
performed on each reference picture for generating the pre-
diction signal, a reference list number identifying a reference
picture, and motion vector information of each target block; a
prediction signal generation method control step of acquir-
ing, based on a reference list number of a decoding target
block obtained in the decoding step, information on a pro-
cessing method to be performed on a reference picture cor-
responding to the reference list number; and a prediction
signal generation step of generating the prediction signal for
the target block by performing processing on the reference
picture based on the processing method to be performed on
the reference picture for the decoding target block acquired in
the prediction signal generation method control step.

A moving picture decoding program is for generating a
prediction signal with reference to one reference picture of a
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plurality of reference pictures and performing prediction
decoding for every target block of a plurality of target blocks
obtained by dividing a decoding target picture. The moving
picture decoding program causes a computer to operate as: a
decoder that decodes, from input encoded data, information
on a processing method to be performed on each reference
picture for generating the prediction signal, a reference list
number identifying a reference picture, and motion vector
information of every target block; a prediction signal genera-
tion method controller that acquires, based on a reference list
number of a decoding target block obtained by the decoder,
information on a processing method to be performed on the
reference picture corresponding to the reference list number;
and a prediction signal generator that generates the prediction
signal for the target block by performing processing on the
reference picture, based on the processing method to be per-
formed on the reference picture for the decoding target block,
the processing method acquired by the prediction signal gen-
eration method controller.

The moving image encoding/decoding system can apply to
amoving picture encoding device, a moving picture encoding
method, and/or a moving picture encoding program for gen-
erating a prediction signal with reference to a plurality of
groups of reference pictures, not a single reference picture,
and performing prediction encoding. The moving picture
encoding method and the moving picture encoding program
are further described below.

A moving picture encoding device according to one
embodiment divides an encoding target picture into a plural-
ity of target blocks, generates a prediction signal with refer-
ence to one set of a group of reference pictures among a
plurality of sets of groups of reference pictures, and performs
prediction encoding for every target block. The moving pic-
ture encoding device includes: a prediction signal generation
method controller that determines a processing method to be
performed on each reference picture of the group of reference
pictures, each respective processing method for generating
the prediction signal on each respective reference picture of
the plurality of sets of groups of reference pictures by com-
bining a predetermined plurality of processes, and the predic-
tion signal generation method controller determines a motion
vector and a group of reference pictures on each target block
by performing motion prediction for every target block; a
prediction signal generator that generates the prediction sig-
nal for the target block by performing processing on each
reference picture of a group of reference pictures based on the
processing method to be performed on each reference picture
of the group of reference pictures for the target block deter-
mined by the prediction signal generation method controller;
and an encoder that encodes a group of information on the
processing method on the group of reference pictures of each
set determined by the prediction signal generation method
controller together with a group of reference list numbers
identifying a group of reference pictures and motion vector
information of every target block.

A moving picture encoding method according to one
embodiment is a moving picture encoding method performed
by a moving picture encoding device that divides an encoding
target picture into a plurality of target blocks, generates a
prediction signal with reference to one set of a group of
reference pictures among a plurality of sets of groups of
reference pictures, and performs prediction encoding for
every target block. The moving picture encoding method
includes: a prediction signal generation method control step
of determining a processing method to be performed on each
reference picture of the group of reference pictures for gen-
erating the prediction signal on each reference picture of the
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plurality of sets of groups of reference pictures by combining
a predetermined plurality of processes, and determining a
motion vector and a group of reference pictures for the target
blocks by performing motion prediction for every target
block; a prediction signal generation step of generating the
prediction signal for the target block by performing process-
ing on each reference picture of a group of reference pictures,
based on the processing method to be performed on each
reference picture of the group of reference pictures for the
respective target block, the processing method determined in
the prediction signal generation method control step; and an
encoding step of encoding a group of information on the
processing method on the group of reference pictures of each
set determined in the prediction signal generation method
control step together with a group of reference list numbers
identifying a group of reference pictures and motion vector
information of every target block.

A moving picture encoding program according to one
embodiment is a moving picture encoding program for divid-
ing an encoding target picture into a plurality of target blocks,
generating a prediction signal with reference to one set of a
group of reference pictures among a plurality of sets of groups
of reference pictures and performing prediction encoding for
every target block. The moving picture encoding program
causes a computer to operate as: a prediction signal genera-
tion method controller that determines a processing method
to be performed on each reference picture of the group of
reference pictures for generating the prediction signal on each
reference picture of the plurality of sets of groups of reference
pictures by combining a predetermined plurality of pro-
cesses, and determines a motion vector and a group of refer-
ence pictures on each target block by performing motion
prediction for every target block; a prediction signal genera-
tor that generates the prediction signal for the target block by
performing processing on each reference picture of a group of
reference pictures, based on the processing method to be
performed on each reference picture of the group of reference
pictures for the target block, the processing method deter-
mined by the prediction signal generation method controller;
and an encoder that encodes a group of information on the
processing method on the group of reference pictures of each
set determined by the prediction signal generation method
controller together with a group of reference list numbers
identifying a group of reference pictures and motion vector
information of every target block.

The moving image encoding/decoding system can include
amoving picture decoding device, a moving picture decoding
method, and a moving picture decoding program for gener-
ating a prediction signal with reference to a plurality of
groups of reference pictures, not a single reference picture,
and performing prediction decoding. They are described
below.

A moving picture decoding device according to one
embodiment is a moving picture decoding device that gener-
ates a prediction signal with reference to one set of a group of
reference pictures among a plurality of sets of groups of
reference pictures and performs prediction decoding for
every target block of a plurality of target blocks obtained by
dividing a decoding target picture. The moving picture decod-
ing device includes: a decoder that decodes, from input
encoded data, a group of information on a processing method
to be performed on each reference picture of a group of
reference pictures of each set to generate the prediction sig-
nal, and a group of reference list numbers identifying group
reference pictures and motion vector information of every
target block; a prediction signal generation method controller
that acquires a group of information on a processing method
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to be performed on a reference picture of a group of reference
pictures corresponding to a group of reference list numbers,
based on the group of reference list numbers of a decoding
target block obtained by the decoder; and a prediction signal
generator that generates the prediction signal for a target
block by performing processing on each reference picture of
a group of reference pictures, based on the processing method
to be performed on each reference picture of the group of
reference pictures for the decoding target block, the process-
ing method acquired by the prediction signal generation
method controller.

A moving picture decoding method according to one
embodiment is a moving picture decoding method performed
by a moving picture decoding device that generates a predic-
tion signal with reference to one set of a group of reference
pictures among a plurality of sets of groups of reference
pictures and performs prediction decoding for every target
block of a plurality of target blocks obtained by dividing a
decoding target picture. The moving picture decoding
method includes: a decoding step of decoding, from input
encoded data, a group of information on a processing method
to be performed on each reference picture of a group of
reference pictures of each set to generate the prediction sig-
nal, and a group of reference list numbers identifying a group
of reference pictures and motion vector information of every
target block; a prediction signal generation method control
step of acquiring the group of reference list numbers of a
decoding target block obtained in the decoding step, a group
of information on a processing method to be performed on a
reference picture of a group of reference pictures correspond-
ing to a group of reference list numbers; and a prediction
signal generation step of generating the prediction signal for
the respective target block by processing of a group of refer-
ence pictures, using the determined processing method to be
performed on the reference picture of the group of reference
pictures for the decoding target block acquired in the predic-
tion signal generation method control step.

A moving picture decoding program according to one
embodiment is a moving picture decoding program for gen-
erating a prediction signal with reference to one set of a group
of reference pictures among a plurality of sets of groups of
reference pictures and performing prediction decoding for
every target block of a plurality of target blocks obtained by
dividing a decoding target picture. The moving picture decod-
ing program causes a computer to operate as: a decoder that
decodes, from input encoded data, a group of information on
a processing method to be performed on each reference pic-
ture of a group of reference pictures of each set for generating
the prediction signal, and a group of reference list numbers
identifying a group of reference pictures and motion vector
information of every target block; a prediction signal genera-
tion method controller that acquires a group of information on
aprocessing method to be performed on a reference picture of
the group of reference pictures corresponding to the group of
reference list numbers, based on the group of reference list
numbers of a decoding target block obtained by the decoder;
and a prediction signal generator that generates the prediction
signal for the target block by performing processing on each
reference picture of the group of reference pictures, based on
the processing method to be performed on each reference
picture of the group of reference pictures for the decoding
target block acquired by the prediction signal generation
method controller.

The moving picture encoding device can perform encoding
with high efficiency by providing a preferred reference pic-
ture suitable for a target block because the moving picture
encoding device determines a processing method to be per-
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formed on a reference picture for generating a prediction
signal by combining a predetermined plurality of processes
for each of a plurality of reference pictures, and generates a
prediction signal for a target block by performing processing
on a reference picture based on the determined processing
method to be performed on the reference picture for the target
block.

The moving picture decoding device can perform decoding
with high efficiency by providing a preferred reference pic-
ture suitable for a target block because the moving picture
decoding device decodes, from input encoded data, informa-
tion on a processing method to be performed on each refer-
ence picture for generating a prediction signal, and a refer-
ence list number identifying a reference picture and motion
vector information of every target block, the moving picture
decoding device also acquires information on a processing
method to be performed on a reference picture corresponding
to a reference list number based on the reference list number
of'a decoding target block, and generates a prediction signal
of a target block by performing processing on the reference
picture based on a processing method to be performed on a
reference picture of the decoding target block.

Other systems, methods, features and advantages will be,
or will become, apparent to one with skill in the art upon
examination of the following figures and detailed description.
It is intended that all such additional systems, methods, fea-
tures and advantages be included within this description, be
within the scope of the invention, and be protected by the
following claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a moving picture encoding
device according to an example embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a schematic illustrating an example reference list.

FIG. 3 is a schematic illustrating example lists of process-
ing methods for generating a prediction signal.

FIG. 4 is schematic illustrating an example table of refer-
ence list numbers and their codes.

FIG. 5 is a schematic illustrating example tables of pro-
cessing methods for generating a prediction signal, and their
codes.

FIG. 6 is a schematic of an example of encoded data of a
certain reference picture when a list number of a type of pixel
interpolation filter is other than 2 or 3.

FIG. 7 is a schematic of an example of encoded data of a
certain reference picture when a list number of a type of pixel
interpolation filter is 2 or 3.

FIG. 8 is an example schematic of encoded data.

FIG. 9 is a flowchart of'a moving picture encoding method
according to an example embodiment.

FIG. 10 is a block diagram of a moving picture decoding
device according to an example embodiment.

FIG. 11 is a schematic illustrating an example of a table of
codes of reference list numbers and their reference list num-
bers.

FIG. 12 is a schematic illustrating example tables of codes
of processing methods for generating a prediction signal and
their list numbers of the processing methods.

FIG. 13 is a schematic illustrating an example reference
list.

FIG. 14 is a schematic illustrating an example of lists of
processing methods for generating a prediction signal.

FIG. 15 is a flowchart of a moving picture decoding method
according to an example embodiment.
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FIG. 16 is a schematic illustrating of a structure of a mov-
ing picture encoding program according to an example
embodiment.

FIG. 17 is a schematic illustrating a structure of a moving
picture decoding program according to an example embodi-
ment.

FIG. 18is an example table of a list illustrating execution or
non-execution of luminance compensation prediction pro-
cessing.

FIG. 19 is an example table of execution or non-execution
of luminance compensation prediction processing, and their
codes.

FIG. 20 is a schematic of an example of prediction signal
generation method encoded data.

FIG. 21 is an example table of execution or non-execution
of luminance compensation prediction processing, and their
codes.

FIG. 22 is an example table of a list illustrating execution or
non-execution of luminance compensation prediction pro-
cessing.

FIG. 23 is an example table illustrating information on
processing for generating a prediction signal and their iden-
tification numbers.

FIG. 24 is a schematic of an example of prediction signal
generation method encoded data.

FIG. 25 is a schematic of an example of prediction signal
generation method encoded data.

FIG. 26 is a schematic of an example of encoded data.

FIG. 27 is a schematic of an example of prediction signal
generation method encoded data.

FIG. 28 is a schematic of an example of prediction signal
generation method encoded data.

FIG. 29 is a schematic of an example of prediction signal
generation method encoded data.

FIG. 30 is a schematic illustrating an example of groups of
information on processing for generating a prediction signal,
and their identification numbers.

FIG. 31 is a schematic of an example of prediction signal
generation method encoded data.

FIG. 32 is a schematic of an example of prediction signal
generation method encoded data.

FIG. 33 is a schematic of an example of encoded data.

FIG. 34 is a schematic of an example of encoded data.

FIG. 35 is a schematic of an example of prediction signal
generation method encoded data.

FIG. 36 is a schematic of an example of prediction signal
generation method encoded data.

FIG. 37 is an example of a schematic of encoded data.

FIG. 38 is a flowchart illustrating an example of processing
relating to encoding prediction signal generation method
information in a modification example 1.

FIG. 39 is a flowchart illustrating an example of processing
relating to decoding prediction signal generation method
information in the modification example 1.

FIG. 40 is a flowchart illustrating an example of processing
relating to encoding a prediction signal generation method
information group in a modification example 2.

FIG. 41 is a flowchart illustrating an example of processing
relating to decoding a prediction signal generation method
information group in the modification example 2.

FIG. 42 is an example of a hardware structural view of a
computer executing a program stored in a recording medium.

FIG. 43 is a perspective view of the example computer of
FIG. 42.

FIG. 44 is a table illustrating another example of FIG.
14(5).

FIG. 45 is a table illustrating another example of FIG. 23.
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DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Example embodiments are described below with reference
to the accompanying drawings. In each drawing, same or
equivalent parts are appended with the same numerals.

Moving Picture Encoding Device

FIG. 1 illustrates a block diagram of a moving image
encoding device 100 of an example embodiment of the mov-
ing image encoding/decoding system. The moving image
encoding device 100 may be a computing device or computer,
including for example software, hardware, or a combination
of hardware and software, as described later, capable of per-
forming the described functionality. The moving image
encoding apparatus 100 may be one or more separate systems
or devices included in the moving image encoding/decoding
system, or may be combined with other systems or devices
within the moving image encoding/decoding system. In other
examples, fewer or additional blocks may be used to illustrate
the functionality of the moving image encoding device 100.
The moving picture encoding device 100 includes an input
unit 101, a prediction signal generation method controller 102
(or prediction signal generation method controller unit), a
frame memory 103, a prediction signal generator 104 (or
prediction signal generator unit), a subtractor 105 (or subtrac-
tor unit), a transform/quantization unit 106, an encoder 107
(or encoder unit), a de-quantization/inverse-transform unit
108, an adder 109 (or adder unit), and an output unit 110. As
for the moving picture encoding device 100 thus structured, a
function of each unit is described below. The term “unit” is
defined to include one or more executable parts of a moving
image encoding device or moving image decoding device. As
described herein, the units are defined to include software,
hardware, or some combination thereof executable by a pro-
cessor (described later). Software included in the units may
include instructions stored in memory, or any other computer
readable storage medium, that are executable by the proces-
sor, or any other processor. Hardware included in the units
may include various devices, components, circuits, gates,
circuit boards, and the like that are executable, directed, and/
or controlled for performance by the processor.

The input unit 101 receives a plurality of pictures consti-
tuting a moving picture. Then, the input unit 101 divides a
picture that is a target of encoding into a plurality of target
blocks each composed of 8x8 pixels. Then, the input unit 101
outputs a target block that is a processing target to the predic-
tion signal generation method controller 102 and the subtrac-
tor 105 through a line L111. The size of the target block is not
limited to 8x8 pixels.

The prediction signal generation method controller 102
determines a processing method for prediction signal genera-
tion for every reference picture by combining a plurality of
previously stored predetermined processes. During opera-
tion, the prediction signal generation method controller 102
determines a processing method for prediction signal genera-
tion for every reference picture by combining a plurality of
the previously stored predetermined processes in such a man-
ner that a residual signal becomes minimum when motion
prediction is performed on an encoding target block input
through the input unit 101 through the line [.111 by using a
reference picture in the frame memory 103 input through a
line .117. The method in which the prediction signal genera-
tion method controller 102 determines a processing method
for prediction signal generation by combining a plurality of
processes is not limited to the above. The prediction signal
generation method controller 102 outputs to the prediction
signal generator 104 through a line [L112, for every frame
picture being encoded, information on a processing method
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performed on each reference picture. In addition, the predic-
tion signal generation method controller 102 outputs to the
encoder 107 through a line [.113, for every frame picture
being encoded, information on processing to be performed on
each reference picture. Then, the prediction signal generation
method controller 102 perform’s motion prediction for every
encoding target block, and outputs information on a motion
vector having the minimum prediction error and a reference
picture, to the frame memory 103 and the encoder 107
through a line [.116. The method in which the prediction
signal generation method controller 102 performs motion
prediction and determines information on a motion vector
and a reference picture is not limited to the above.

The frame memory 103 stores a plurality of reference
pictures that were already encoded in the past and then recon-
structed. The frame memory 103 outputs a reference picture
to the prediction signal generation method controller 102
through the line [L117 in order that the prediction signal
generation method controller 102 determines a processing
method for prediction signal generation performed on each
reference picture. In addition, the frame memory 103 outputs
areference picture to the prediction signal generation method
controller 102 through the line [.117 in order to perform
motion prediction of an encoding target block. Furthermore,
the frame memory 103 reads out a pixel signal of a reference
picture stored in the frame memory 103 that is used for
generating a prediction signal from the reference picture by
using information on a motion vector and the reference pic-
ture received from the prediction signal generation method
controller 102, and outputs the pixel signal to the prediction
signal generator 104 through a line [.114.

The prediction signal generator 104 generates a prediction
signal for a target block with respect to a pixel signal of a
reference picture received from the frame memory 103, based
on the information on a processing method for prediction
signal generation received from the prediction signal genera-
tion method controller 102. The prediction signal generator
104 outputs the generated prediction signal to the subtractor
105 and the adder 109 through a line L.115.

The subtractor 105 obtains a residual between a target
block input through the input unit 101 and a prediction signal
received from the prediction signal generator 104, and out-
puts the residual to the transform/quantization unit 106
through a line 1.118.

The transform/quantization unit 106 performs transforma-
tion on a residual signal received from the subtractor 105 and
thereafter performs quantization, and outputs the quantized
signal to the encoder 107 and the de-quantization/inverse-
transform unit 108 through a line 1.119.

The encoder 107 encodes information on processing per-
formed on each reference picture received from the prediction
signal generation method controller 102 (i.e., produces pre-
diction signal generation method encoded data) before
encoding the first target block of an encoding target frame
picture. In addition, the encoder 107 encodes, for every target
block of an encoding target frame picture, information on a
reference list number and a motion vector received from the
prediction signal generation method controller 102, and
quantized transform coefficients of residual signal received
from the transform/quantization unit 106. Then, the encoder
107 outputs encoded data to the output unit 110 through a line
L122.

The de-quantization/inverse-transform unit 108 performs
de-quantization and inverse-transformation on quantized
transform coefficients of residual signal received from the
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transform/quantization unit 106 so as to produce a residual
signal, and outputs the residual signal to the adder 109
through a line 1.120.

The adder 109 adds a prediction signal received from the
prediction signal generator 104 and a residual signal received
from the de-quantization/inverse-transform unit 108 so as to
reconstruct a target block, and outputs the reconstructed tar-
get block to the frame memory 103 as a reference picture
through a line 1.121.

The output unit 110 outputs the encoded data received from
the encoder 107 to outside the moving picture encoding
device 100.

Next, the frame memory 103 is described in detail. The
frame memory 103 is composed of a plurality of frame buft-
ers, and stores in each frame buffer a reference picture previ-
ously reconstructed. Each frame buffer is controlled by a
reference list. FIG. 2 is a schematic illustrating a reference
list. Specifically, the reference list represents a correspon-
dence between a frame buffer number allocated for each
frame buffer and a reference list number. The method for
making a correspondence between a frame bufter number and
a reference list number may be a predetermined automatic
method or may be a manually determined method. The frame
memory 103, by using a reference list number and a motion
vector, reads out a pixel signal at an address that the motion
vector indicates from a reference picture stored in a frame
buffer having a frame buffer number corresponding to the
reference list number in the reference list, and outputs the
pixel signal to the prediction signal generator 104.

Next, the prediction signal generation method controller
102 is described in detail. The prediction signal generation
method controller 102 stores information regarding a pro-
cessing method for a reference picture for generating a pre-
diction signal. Specifically, the prediction signal generation
method controller 102 stores as types of the processing meth-
ods a list that includes: (a) accuracy of pixel interpolation, (b)
atype of pixel interpolation filter, and (c) a calculation round-
ing method for pixel interpolation. Here, (a) the accuracy of
pixel interpolation from a previously reconstructed reference
picture indicates integer pixel accuracy, or a level of accuracy
of'pixel interpolation when a prediction signal with fractional
pixel accuracy is produced by pixel interpolation. Addition-
ally, (b) the type of pixel interpolation filter indicates atype of
filter used for filtering a previously reconstructed reference
picture to produce a prediction signal with integer pixel accu-
racy, or with a level of fractional pixel accuracy by pixel
interpolation from the previously reconstructed reference
picture=. Furthermore, (c¢) the calculation rounding method
of pixel interpolation indicates how an integer value or a
fractional value is rounded during filtering of a previously
reconstructed reference picture when a prediction signal with
integer pixel accuracy or with fractional pixel accuracy is
produced from the previously reconstructed reference pic-
ture. FIG. 3 is a list illustrating processing methods for gen-
erating a prediction signal stored in the prediction signal
generation method controller 102. FIG. 3 (a) is a list illustrat-
ing accuracy of pixel interpolation, FIG. 3 () is a list illus-
trating types of pixel interpolation filters, and FIG. 3(¢) is a
list illustrating rounding methods in pixel interpolation. The
lists illustrate processing methods in the respective process-
ing types. The list of accuracy of pixel interpolation of FIG. 3
(a) includes integer pixel accuracy, %2 pixel accuracy, %4 pixel
accuracy, and % pixel accuracy, and 0, 1, 2, and 3 are respec-
tively allocated to the different accuracies as list numbers.
The types of pixel interpolation filters of FIG. 3 (b) include
two types of fixed filters: fixed filter 1 and fixed filter 2 having
fixed filter coefficients, two types of variable filters: variable



US 9,241,172 B2

13

filter 1 and variable filter 2 having variable filter coefficients,
and a latest variable filter that is similar to variable filter as
used in a latest process performed by using the variable filter
1 or the variable filter 2. In addition, 0, 1, 2, 3, and 4 are
allocated to the respective filters as list numbers. The round-
ing methods in pixel interpolation of FIG. 3(¢) include round-
ing at only calculation end, and rounding during every calcu-
lation, and 0 and 1 are allocated to the respective rounding
methods as list numbers. The prediction signal generation
method controller 102 determines a processing method for
generating a prediction signal for every reference picture by
combining a plurality of the previously stored processes
before performing processing on each target block of an
encoding target frame picture. In a determination method
herein, the processing method is determined in such a manner
that when motion prediction is performed by processing a
pixel signal of a reference picture for each reference picture
received from the frame memory, an error with respect to an
input picture becomes minimum. In addition, the prediction
signal generation method controller 102 uses a reference list
number as an identification number of a reference picture,
determines a prediction signal generation method by combin-
ing the above-described (a) accuracy of pixel interpolation,
(b) type of pixel interpolation filter, and (c) calculation round-
ing method in pixel interpolation for every reference list
number, and outputs information of the determined predic-
tion signal generation method to the encoder 107. Then, the
prediction signal generation method controller 102 performs
motion prediction for every encoding target block, and out-
puts information on a motion vector having the minimum
prediction error and a reference picture, to the frame memory
103 through a line L.116.

Next, the prediction signal generator 104 is described in
detail. The prediction signal generator 104 receives a pixel
signal of a reference picture for generating a prediction signal
from the frame memory 103, and generates a prediction sig-
nal by performing processing on a reference picture based on
aprocessing method corresponding to a reference list number
of the reference picture received from the prediction signal
generation method controller 102. Then, the prediction signal
generator 104 outputs the generated prediction signal to the
subtractor 105 and the adder 109.

Next, the encoder 107 is described in detail. The encoder
107 first encodes, for every encoding target frame picture, a
reference list number and information on a processing
method for generating a corresponding prediction signal
received from the prediction signal generation method con-
troller 102, and stores the encoded reference list number and
information on the processing method in the encoder 107.
FIG. 4 is a table illustrating reference list numbers and their
codes. FIG. 5 illustrates a table of processing methods of
prediction signal generation and their codes. FIGS. 5(a), 5(5),
and 5(c) are tables of the list numbers and their codes of the
accuracy of pixel interpolation, the type of pixel interpolation
filter, and the calculation rounding method in pixel interpo-
lation, respectively. When the list number of the type of pixel
interpolation filter is 2 or 3, i.e., the type of pixel interpolation
filter is the variable length filter 1 or the variable length filter
2, the encoder 107 lastly encodes a filter coefficient of the
variable length filter. FIG. 6 is a schematic of data of an
encoded reference list number and information on a process-
ing method for prediction signal generation of a certain ref-
erence picture when the list number of the type of pixel
interpolation filter is other than 2 or 3. FIG. 7 is a schematic of
data of an encoded reference list number and information on
a processing method for prediction signal generation of a
certain reference picture (prediction signal generation
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method encoded data) when the list number of the type of
pixel interpolation filter is 2 or 3. The encoder 107 combines,
for a number of times equal to a predetermined number of
reference pictures, an encoded reference list number with a
processing method for prediction signal generation. Thereaf-
ter, the encoder 107 encodes, for every target block of an
encoding target frame picture, a reference list number and a
motion vector for generating a prediction signal, and quan-
tized transform coefficients of residual signal, and outputs the
encoded reference list number, motion vector, and quantized
transform coefficients of residual signal to the output unit 110
together with the above-described prediction signal genera-
tion method encoded data. FIG. 8 is a schematic of encoded
data.

Moving Picture Encoding Method

Next, processing according to a moving picture encoding
method performed by the moving picture encoding device
100 is described by using FIG. 9. FIG. 9 is a flowchart illus-
trating processing of a moving picture encoding method
according to the present embodiment.

First, the prediction signal generation method controller
102 determines, for every encoding target frame picture, a
processing method to be performed on each reference picture
by using an encoding target frame picture input through the
input unit 101 and a reference picture received from the frame
memory 103. The encoder 107 encodes information on the
determined processing method so as to produce prediction
signal generation method encoded data (step S101). The
information on the determined processing method for predic-
tion signal generation is also output to the prediction signal
generator 104.

Then, the input unit 101 receives a signal of a moving
picture composed of a plurality of pictures, and thereafter
divides an encoding target frame picture into a target block
composed of 8x8 pixels (step S102).

Then, the prediction signal generation method controller
102 performs motion prediction (performs block matching)
for every encoding target block, and determines a motion
vector having a minimum prediction error with respect to a
target block and a reference picture. The encoder 107 encodes
a reference list number of the reference picture and informa-
tion on the motion vector (step S103).

Then, the prediction signal generator 104 performs pro-
cessing, on a pixel signal of a reference picture read out from
the frame memory 103, corresponding to the reference pic-
ture, based on the information on the processing method for
prediction signal generation, thereby producing a prediction
signal (step S104).

Then, the subtractor 105 calculates a residual between the
target block input through the input unit 101 and the predic-
tion signal generated by the prediction signal generator 104.
The transform/quantization unit 106 performs transformation
of a residual signal calculated by the subtractor 105, and
thereafter performs quantization, and outputs the obtained
quantized transform coefficients of residual signal to the
encoder 107 and the de-quantization/inverse-transform unit
108. The encoder 107 encodes the quantized transform coef-
ficients of residual signal (step S105).

Then, the de-quantization/inverse-transform unit 108 per-
forms de-quantization and inverse-transformation of the
quantized transform coefficients of residual signal output
from the transform/quantization unit 106. The adder 109 adds
a signal after de-quantization and inverse-transformation (re-
constructed residual signal) and the prediction signal. The
reconstructed signal after adding is stored in the frame
memory 103 as a reference picture (step S106).
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Then the moving picture encoding device 100 determines
whether or not the above-described processing from steps
S103 to S106 is completed on all of the target blocks of the
encoding target frame picture (step S107). If a target block
remains unprocessed (NO in step S107), the moving picture
encoding device 100 repeats processing from steps S103 to
S106 on the unprocessed target block. In contrast, if process-
ing is completed on all of the target blocks (YES in step
S107), the moving picture encoding device 100 ends process-
ing of FIG. 9.

Moving Picture Decoding Device

Next, a moving picture decoding device according to the
present embodiment is described. FIG. 10 is a block diagram
of' a moving picture decoding device 1000 according to the
present embodiment. The moving image decoding device
1000 may be a computing device or computer, including for
example software, hardware, or a combination of hardware
and software, as described later, capable of performing the
described functionality. The moving image decoding device
1000 may be one or more separate systems or devices
included in the moving image encoding/decoding system, or
may be combined with other systems or devices within the
moving image encoding/decoding system. In other examples,
fewer or additional blocks may be used to illustrate the func-
tionality of the moving image decoding device 1000. The
moving picture decoding device 1000 includes an input unit
1001, a decoder 1002 (or decoder unit), a prediction signal
generation method controller 1003 (or prediction signal gen-
eration method controller unit), a frame memory 1004, a
prediction signal generator 1005 (or prediction signal genera-
tor unit), a de-quantization/inverse-transform unit 1006, an
adder 1007 (or adder unit), and an output unit 1008.

A function of each unit of the moving picture decoding
device 1000 thus structured is described below.

The input unit 1001 receives encoded data encoded by the
above-described moving picture encoding device, and out-
puts the encoded data to the decoder 1002.

The decoder 1002 first decodes, from encoded data input
through the input unit 1001, for every decoding target frame
picture, information on processing to be performed on each
reference picture (prediction signal generation method
encoded data) and outputs the decoded information to the
prediction signal generation method controller 1003 through
a line [.1010. Then, the decoder 1002 decodes, for every
target block of a decoding target frame picture, a reference list
number of a reference picture used for generating a prediction
signal and outputs the decoded reference list number to the
prediction signal generation method controller 1003 and the
frame memory 1004 through a line .1011. Then, the decoder
1002 decodes, for every target block of a decoding target
frame picture, data of a motion vector, and outputs the
decoded data to the frame memory 1004 through a line
1.1012. Then, the decoder 1002 decodes quantized transform
coefficients of residual signal, and outputs the decoded signal
representing a decoding target block to the de-quantization/
inverse-transform unit 1006.

The prediction signal generation method controller 1003
stores information on a processing method for prediction
signal generation for every reference picture received from
the decoder 1002. The prediction signal generation method
controller 1003 refers to stored information on processing on
each reference picture and the reference list number of the
decoding target block received from the decoder 1002, and
outputs information on a processing method for prediction
signal generation corresponding to the reference list number
to the prediction signal generator 1005 through a line .1014.
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The frame memory 1004 stores a plurality of reference
pictures that are already previously decoded and recon-
structed. The frame memory 1004 receives a reference list
number of a reference picture and information on a motion
vector used for generating a prediction signal from the
decoder 1002 with respect to a target block being decoded,
and outputs a pixel signal of an address of a location that the
motion vector indicates in the reference picture to the predic-
tion signal generator 1005 through a line [.1015.

The prediction signal generator 1005 performs processing
on the pixel signal for generating a prediction signal received
from the frame memory 1004 by using the information on
processing and the reference list number of the reference
picture received from the prediction signal generation method
controller 1003 so as to generate a prediction signal of a target
block being decoded.

The de-quantization/inverse-transform unit 1006 performs
de-quantization and inverse-transformation on quantized
transform coefficients of residual signal received from the
decoder 1002 so as to produce a residual signal, and outputs
the residual signal to the adder 1007 through a line L.1007.

The adder 1007 adds the prediction signal received from
the prediction signal generator 1005 and the residual signal
received from the de-quantization/inverse-transform unit
1006 so as to reconstruct, a target block, and outputs the
reconstructed target block to the frame memory 1004 and the
output unit 1008 as a reference picture through a line .1018.

The output unit 1008 outputs the reconstructed target block
received from the adder 1007 to outside the moving picture
decoding device 1000.

Next, the decoder 1002 is described in detail. Encoded data
input to the decoder 1002 from the input unit 1001 is similar
to the aforementioned encoded data illustrated in FIG. 8. The
decoder 1002 sequentially decodes, from encoded data input
through the input unit 1001, for every decoding target frame
picture, information on a processing method for prediction
signal generation relating to each reference picture (here, a
list number of pixel interpolation, a list number of the type of
pixel interpolation filter, and a list number of the calculation
rounding method in pixel interpolation that are types of pro-
cessing methods). FIG. 11 is a table illustrating codes of
reference list numbers and their reference list numbers. FIG.
12 illustrates tables of codes of processing methods and their
list numbers. Specifically, FIG. 12(a) illustrates a table of
code of pixel interpolation accuracy and its list number, FIG.
12(b) illustrates a table of code of types of pixel interpolation
filters and their list numbers, and FIG. 12(c) illustrates codes
of calculation rounding methods in pixel interpolation and
their list numbers. When the decoded list number of a type of
pixel interpolation filter is 2 or 3, the decoder 1002 decodes a
filter coefficient of a variable filter after a calculation round-
ing method in pixel interpolation is decoded. When the list
number of the type of pixel interpolation filter is other than 2
or 3, encoded reference list number and information on a
processing method for prediction signal generation with
respect to a certain reference picture before being decoded is
similar to the aforementioned information illustrated in FIG.
6. When the list number of the type of pixel interpolation filter
is 2 or 3, encoded reference list number and information on a
processing method for prediction signal generation with
respect to a certain reference picture before being decoded is
the same as the aforementioned information illustrated in
FIG. 7. Then, the decoder 1002 decodes, for a number of
times equal to a predetermined number of reference pictures,
a reference list number and information on a processing
method for prediction signal generation, and outputs the
decoded numbers and information to the prediction signal
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generation method controller 1003. Then, the decoder 1002
decodes, for every decoding target block, a reference list
number and a motion vector, and quantized transform coef-
ficients of residual signal.

Next, the frame memory 1004 is described in detail. The
frame memory 1004 is composed of a plurality of frame
buffers, and stores a reference picture that was previously
reconstructed in each frame buffer. Each frame buffer is con-
trolled by a reference list. FIG. 13 is a schematic illustrating
a reference list. Specifically, the reference list represents a
correspondence between a frame buffer number allocated to
each frame buffer and a reference list number. The method for
making a correspondence between a frame buffer number and
a reference list number may be an automatic method prelimi-
narily determined or a method determined manually. The
frame memory 1004 outputs a picture signal at an address that
a motion vector received from the decoder 1002 indicates in
a reference picture stored in a frame buffer having a frame
buffer number corresponding to a reference list number of a
decoding target block received from the decoder 1002 to the
prediction signal generator 1005.

Next, the prediction signal generation method controller
1003 is described in detail. The prediction signal generation
method controller 1003 stores a reference picture list for
generating a prediction signal and information on a process-
ing method on a reference picture of a reference list number of
the reference picture list. Specifically, the prediction signal
generation method controller 1003 stores lists of (a) accuracy
of pixel interpolation, (b) a type of pixel interpolation filter,
and (c) a calculation rounding method in pixel interpolation
as the types of the processing methods. Here, (a) accuracy of
pixel interpolation represents accuracy of pixel interpolation
when a prediction signal with fractional pixel accuracy is
produced from an already reconstructed reference picture
with integer pixel accuracy by pixel interpolation. Addition-
ally, (b) the type of pixel interpolation filter represents a type
of filter used for an already reconstructed reference picture
when a prediction signal with fractional pixel accuracy is
produced from the already reconstructed reference picture
with integer pixel accuracy by pixel interpolation. Further-
more, (¢) the calculation rounding method in pixel interpola-
tion represents that when a fractional value in the calculation
is rounded to an integer value in the calculation by filtering an
already reconstructed reference picture when a prediction
signal with fractional pixel accuracy is produced from the
already reconstructed reference picture by pixel interpola-
tion. FIG. 14 is a list illustrating a processing method stored in
the prediction signal generation method controller 1003. FIG.
14(a) is a list illustrating accuracy of pixel interpolation, FIG.
14(b) is a list illustrating types of pixel interpolation filters,
and FIG. 14(c) is a list illustrating a rounding method in pixel
interpolation. The lists illustrate processing methods in the
respective processing types. The list of accuracy of pixel
interpolation of FIG. 14(a) includes the list numbers of 0, 1,
2, and 3. The list numbers are allocated to integer pixel accu-
racy, %2 pixel accuracy, 4 pixel accuracy, and ¥4 pixel accu-
racy, respectively. The list of types of pixel interpolation
filters of FIG. 14(b) includes the list numbers of 0, 1, 2, 3, and
4. The list numbers are allocated to two types of fixed filter:
fixed filter 1 and fixed filter 2 having fixed filter coefficients,
two types of variable filter: variable filter 1 and variable filter
2 having variable filter coefficients, and a latest variable filter
that is similar to variable filter as the latest processing per-
formed by using the variable filter 1 or the variable filter 2,
respectively. The list of rounding methods in pixel interpola-
tion of FIG. 14(c) includes the list numbers of 0 and 1. The list
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numbers are allocated to rounding at only calculation end,
and rounding during every calculation, respectively.

Next, the prediction signal generator 1005 is described in
detail. The prediction signal generator 1005 receives a picture
signal for generating a prediction signal of a decoding target
block from the frame memory 1004. Then the prediction
signal generator 1005 performs processing on the picture
signal based on a processing method corresponding to a ref-
erence list number of the decoding target block received from
the prediction signal generation method controller 1003,
thereby producing a prediction signal of the decoding target
block.

Moving Picture Decoding Method

Next, processing according to a moving picture decoding
method performed by the moving picture decoding device
1000 is described by using FIG. 15. FIG. 15 is a flowchart
illustrating processing of a moving picture decoding method
according to the present embodiment.

First, after the input unit 1001 receives encoded data, the
decoder 1002 decodes, for every decoding target frame pic-
ture, information on a processing method performed on each
reference picture for generating a prediction signal (step
S1001).

Then, the decoder 1002 decodes a reference list number of
a reference picture of a decoding target block (step S1002).

Then, the decoder 1002 decodes a motion vector of the
decoding target block (step S1003).

Then, the decoder 1002 decodes quantized transform coef-
ficients of residual signal of the decoding target block (step
S1004).

Then, the prediction signal generator 1005 reads out a
reference picture for generating a prediction signal from the
frame memory 1004 by using the decoded reference list num-
ber and motion vector, and performs processing on the refer-
ence picture based on information on a processing method
stored in the prediction signal generation method controller
1003, thereby producing a prediction signal of the decoding
target block (step S1005).

Next, the de-quantization/inverse-transform unit 1006 per-
forms de-quantization and inverse-transformation on quan-
tized transform coefficients of residual signal output from the
decoder 1002. The adder 1007 adds a signal after the de-
quantization and inverse-transformation (reconstructed
residual signal) and the generated prediction signal (step
S1006). As a result, a picture signal of the target block is
reconstructed. The reconstructed picture signal of the target
block is output by the output unit 1008, and stored in the
frame memory 1004 as a reference picture (step S1007).

Then, the moving picture decoding device 1000 deter-
mines whether or not the above-described processing from
steps S1002 to S1007 is completed on all of the target blocks
of the decoding target frame picture (step S1008). If a target
block remains unprocessed (NO in step S1008), the moving
picture decoding device 1000 repeats processing from steps
S1002 to S1007 on the unprocessed target block. In contrast,
if processing is completed on all of the target blocks (YES in
step S1008), the moving picture decoding device 1000 ends
processing of FIG. 15.

Moving Picture Encoding Program and Moving Picture
Decoding Program

The moving picture encoding device can be embodied as a
moving picture encoding program to cause a computer to
operate as a moving picture encoding device. The moving
picture encoding method according to the present embodi-
ment can also be provided by being stored in a recording
medium as a program. The moving picture decoding device
can be embodied as a moving picture decoding program to
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cause a computer to operate as a moving picture decoding
device. The moving picture decoding method according to the
present embodiment can be also provided by being stored in
a recording medium as a program.

The moving picture encoding program and the moving
picture decoding program are provided by being stored in a
recording medium, for example. Examples of the recording
medium include recording media including flexible disks,
CD-ROMs and DVDs, recoding media such as ROMs, and
semiconductor memories.

By using FIG. 16, a moving picture encoding program 190
to cause a computer to operate as the moving picture encoding
device 100 is described. As illustrated in FIG. 16, the moving
picture encoding program 190 includes a main module 1900
that controls processing, an input module 1901, a prediction
signal generation method control module 1902, a storage
module 1903, a prediction signal generation module 1904, a
subtraction module 1905, a transform/quantization module
1906, an encoding module 1907, a de-quantization/inverse-
transform module 1908, an adding module 1909, and an
output module 1910. The respective functions that the input
module 1901, the prediction signal generation method con-
trol module 1902, the storage module 1903, the prediction
signal generation module 1904, the subtraction module 1905,
the transform/quantization module 1906, the encoding mod-
ule 1907, the de-quantization/inverse-transform module
1908, the adding module 1909, and the output module 1910
cause a computer to operate as are the same as the respective
functions of the input unit 101, the prediction signal genera-
tion method controller 102, the frame memory 103, the pre-
diction signal generator 104, the subtractor 105, the trans-
form/quantization unit 106, the encoder 107, the
de-quantization/inverse-transform unit 108, the adder 109,
and the output unit 110, which are described above.

Next, by using FIG. 17, a moving picture decoding pro-
gram 200 to cause a computer to operate as the moving
picture decoding device 1000 is described. As illustrated in
FIG. 17, the moving picture decoding program 200 includes
a main module 2000 that controls processing, an input mod-
ule 2001, a decoding module 2002, a prediction signal gen-
eration method control module 2003, a storage module 2004,
a prediction signal generation module 2005, a de-quantiza-
tion/inverse-transform module 2006, an adding module 2007,
and an output module 2008. The respective functions that the
input module 2001, the decoding module 2002, the prediction
signal generation method control module 2003, the storage
module 2004, the prediction signal generation module 2005,
the de-quantization/inverse-transform module 2006, the add-
ing module 2007, and the output module 2008 cause a com-
puter to operate as are the same as the respective functions of
the input unit 1001, the decoder 1002, the prediction signal
generation method controller 1003, the frame memory 1004,
the prediction signal generator 1005, the de-quantization/
inverse-transform unit 1006, the adder 1007, and the output
unit 1008, which are described above.

The moving picture encoding program 190 and the moving
picture decoding program 200 thus structured are stored in a
recording medium 10 illustrated in FIG. 42, and executed by
a computer 30 described later. Alternatively or in addition, at
least a portion of the previously described picture encoding
program 190 and the picture decoding program 200 may be
stored in a working memory, and/or a memory, which are also
non-transitory computer readable mediums.

FIG. 42 is a schematic illustrating an example hardware
configuration of a computer for executing a program, such as
aprogram recorded in a recording medium and/or a computer
readable medium. FIG. 43 is a perspective view of an example
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computer for executing a program stored in a recording
medium. Although illustrated in FIG. 43 in the form of a
personal computer, the computer may be configured as any
device, or combination of devices, such as DVD players, set
top boxes, and cell-phones each of which is provided with a
CPU and performs processing and control with software.

As illustrated in the example of FIG. 42, the computer 30
includes a reader 12 such as a flexible disk drive device, a
CD-ROM drive device, and a DVD drive device, a commu-
nication port such as a universal serial bus port (USB), Blue-
tooth port, an infrared communication port, or any other type
of communication port that allows communication with an
external device, such as another computer or memory device.
The computer 30 may also include a working memory 14 that
may include a resident operating system, and a memory 16
that stores data such as at least part of a program stored in the
recording medium 10. The working memory 14 and memory
16 may be one or more computer readable medium, and can
include a solid-state memory such as a memory card or other
package that houses one or more non-volatile read-only
memories. Further, the computer readable medium can be a
random access memory or other volatile re-writable memory.
Additionally or alternatively, the computer-readable medium
can include a magneto-optical or optical medium, such as a
disk or tapes or any other storage device to capture carrier
wave signals such as a signal communicated over a transmis-
sion medium. A digital file attachment to an e-mail, stored in
a storage device, or other self-contained information archive
or set of archives may be considered a distribution medium
that is a tangible storage medium. Accordingly, the embodi-
ments are considered to include any one or more of a com-
puter-readable medium or a distribution medium and other
equivalents and successor media, in which data or instruc-
tions may be stored. In addition, the computer 30 may have a
user interface that includes a display 18, a mouse 20 and a
keyboard 22 both of which are input devices, a touch screen
display, a microphone for receipt of voice commands, a sen-
sor, or any other mechanism or device that allows a user to
interface with the computer 30. In addition, the computer 30
may include a communications device 24 for transmitting and
receiving data and the like, and a central processing unit
(CPU) 26 or processor that controls the execution of the
program. The processor 26 may be one or more one or more
general processors, digital signal processors, application spe-
cific integrated circuits, field programmable gate arrays, digi-
tal circuits, analog circuits, combinations thereof, and/or
other now known or later developed devices for analyzing and
processing data. In one example, upon insertion of the record-
ing medium 10 into the reader 12, the computer 30 is provided
access via the reader 12 to the moving picture encoding
program 190, at least a portion of which is stored in the
recording medium 10. With the moving picture encoding
program 190, the computer 30 can operate as the moving
picture encoding device according to example embodiment.
In addition, upon insertion of the recording medium 10 into
the reader 12, at least a portion of the computer 30 becomes
accessible to the moving picture decoding program 200
stored in the recording medium 10 from the reader 12. With
the moving picture decoding program 200, the computer 30
can operate as the moving picture decoding device according
to one example embodiment. In other examples, the recording
medium 10 provides enablement or initialization of the pic-
ture encoding program P100 and/or picture decoding pro-
gram P900 stored in at least one of the working memory 14
and the memory 16.

As illustrated in the example of FIG. 43, the moving picture
encoding program and the moving picture decoding program
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may be provided through a network as a computer data signal
40 superimposed on a carrier wave. In this case, the computer
30 stores at least a portion of the moving picture encoding
program or the moving picture decoding program received by
the communications device 24 in the memory 16, and can
execute the moving picture encoding program or the moving
picture decoding program following storage in the non-tran-
sitory computer readable medium.

Operations and Effects According to the Present Embodi-
ment

Here, the operations and effects of the moving picture
encoding device 100 according to the present embodiment are
described. In the moving picture encoding device 100, when
prediction-encoding a target block of an encoding target
frame picture, the prediction signal generation method con-
troller 102 determines a processing method by which a
residual signal becomes minimum by combining a plurality
of previously determined processes for every reference pic-
ture, and the prediction signal generator 104 performs pro-
cessing on a reference picture based on the determined pro-
cessing method so as to generate a prediction signal, thereby
enabling provision of a preferred prediction signal suitable
for the target block of the encoding target frame picture and
perform encoding with high efficiency.

Next, the operations and effects of the moving picture
decoding device 1000 according to the present embodiment
are described. In the moving picture decoding device 1000,
when prediction-decoding a target block of a decoding target
frame picture, the prediction signal generation method con-
troller 1003 decodes a processing method by which a residual
signal becomes minimum by combining a plurality of pre-
liminarily determined processes for every reference picture,
and the prediction signal generator 1005 performs processing
on a reference picture based on the decoded processing
method so as to generate a prediction signal, thereby enabling
provision of a preferred prediction signal suitable for the
target block of the decoding target frame picture and perfor-
mance of decoding with high efficiency.

In the moving picture encoding device and the moving
picture decoding device according to the present embodi-
ment, the method for identifying a plurality of reconstructed
reference pictures is not limited to the above-described ref-
erence list. Any method may be employed as long as the
method uniquely identifies a reference picture. When a plu-
rality of reference pictures are identified by using the refer-
ence list, the correspondence between a reference list and a
frame buffer number of a frame buffer storing a reference list
number and a reference picture is not limited to the above-
described method. In addition, the correspondence between
the reference list number and the code of the reference list
number is not limited to the above-described method. When
the moving picture encoding device according to the present
embodiment performs prediction encoding by bidirectional
prediction, and the moving picture decoding device accord-
ing to the present embodiment performs prediction decoding
by bidirectional prediction, the device may produce a refer-
ence list for every forward prediction and backward predic-
tion, and may encode (or decode) a reference list number of
each prediction direction and information on a processing
method to be performed on a reference picture together.

As for the accuracy of pixel interpolation, the type of pixel
interpolation filter, and the calculation rounding method in
pixel interpolation that the moving picture encoding device
and the moving picture decoding device according to the
present embodiment perform on a reference picture, the pro-
cessing methods are not limited to the above-described meth-
ods. In each type of processing that the moving picture encod-
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ing device and the moving picture decoding device according
to the present embodiment perform on a reference picture, the
relationship between the processing method and the code is
not limited to the above. The type of processing that the
moving picture encoding device and the moving picture
decoding device according to the present embodiment per-
form on a reference picture may be at least one or more type,
and the type of each processing may include at least two or
more processing methods.

The moving picture encoding device and the moving pic-
ture decoding device according to the present embodiment
may perform different processing on a same reference picture
stored in a frame buffer having a frame buffer number corre-
sponding to a same reference list number so as to produce
different prediction signals.

The types of processing regarding accuracy of pixel inter-
polation, types of pixel interpolation filters, and rounding
calculation methods used in pixel interpolation, which are
performed by the moving picture encoding device and the
moving picture decoding device according to the present
embodiment on a reference picture to generate a prediction
signal, are not limited thereto. Filters of types applied to
integer pixel positions may be used. A method regarding
execution or non-execution of global motion compensation
may be used. A method regarding execution or non-execution
of affine transformation may be used.

The information regarding the processing method, which
the moving picture encoding device and the moving picture
decoding device according to the present embodiment per-
form on a reference picture to generate a prediction signal,
may include information that indicates, for the respective
reference pictures, whether or not to execute prediction which
uses luminance compensation to change the brightness of a
pixel value. FIG. 18 is a table of a list illustrating execution or
non-execution of luminance compensation prediction. FIG.
19 is a table of list numbers of execution or non-execution of
luminance compensation and the codes used when the list
numbers of execution or non-execution of luminance com-
pensation are encoded. FIG. 20 is a schematic showing data
representing a prediction signal generation method, which
includes information on execution or non-execution of lumi-
nance compensation, performed on a reference picture when
the list number of the type of pixel interpolation filter is other
than 2 or 3.

The data representing a prediction signal generation
method, which is decoded by the moving picture decoding
device according to the present embodiment, may include
information as to whether or not to execute prediction which
uses luminance compensation that changes the brightness of
a pixel. The data is the same as shown in FIG. 20 which
represents a prediction signal generation method, which
includes information on execution or non-execution of lumi-
nance compensation, performed on a reference picture when
the list number of the type of pixel interpolation filter is other
than 2 or 3. FIG. 21 is a table of codes and the list numbers of
execution or non-execution of luminance compensation used
when the list numbers of execution or non-execution of lumi-
nance compensation are decoded. FIG. 22 is a table of a list
illustrating execution or non-execution of luminance com-
pensation prediction.

Modification Example 1 of the Above-Described
Embodiment

Next, a modification example 1 of the above-described
embodiment is described with reference to FIGS. 23 to 29,
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FIG. 38, and FIG. 39. In each drawing, same or equivalent
parts are appended with the same numerals.

Moving Picture Encoding Device and Moving Picture
Encoding Method

A moving picture encoding device according to a modifi-
cation example 1 of the above-described embodiment is the
same as the moving picture encoding device 100 of the above-
described embodiment except for the function of the encoder
107. Accordingly, only the encoder 107 is described.

The encoder 107 stores previously encoded information on
a processing method for generating a prediction signal
together with an identification number. FIG. 23 is a schematic
illustrating identification numbers and information on a pro-
cessing method for prediction signal generation correspond-
ing to the identification numbers that are stored in the encoder
107. The encoder 107 encodes a reference list number and
information on a processing method for generating a corre-
sponding prediction signal received from the prediction sig-
nal generation method controller 102. FIG. 4 illustrates a
table of reference list numbers and their codes. The encoder
107 compares the information on a processing method for
prediction signal generation with previously used informa-
tion on a processing method for producing a reference pic-
ture, and determines an identification number of a generation
method. Specifically, when information on a processing
method performed on a reference picture of a certain refer-
ence list number for generating a prediction signal is the same
as past information on a processing method used for encoding
a frame picture, the encoder 107 determines the identification
number of the previous processing method as an identifica-
tion number of a generation method. When information on a
processing method performed on a reference picture of a
certain reference list number for generating a prediction sig-
nal differs from previously used information on a processing
method, the encoder 107 determines a new number as an
identification number of a generation method in ascending
order. Then, the encoder 107 encodes, for every reference list
number of reference picture, an identification number only
when a same processing method is previously used as infor-
mation on a processing method for prediction signal genera-
tion, and outputs the encoded identification number to the
prediction signal generation method controller 102 through
the line [.113. In contrast, when a same processing method is
not previously used, the encoder 107 encodes an identifica-
tion number and a content of the corresponding processing
method (combination of processes), and outputs the encoded
identification number and the content to the prediction signal
generation method controller 102 through the line [.113. The
tables of codes corresponding to the contents of processing
methods are illustrated in FIG. 5. FIG. 24 illustrates a sche-
matic of prediction signal generation method encoded data
when a same processing method is previously used as infor-
mation on a processing method for prediction signal genera-
tion. FIG. 25 illustrates a schematic of prediction signal gen-
eration method encoded data when a same processing method
is not previously used as information on a processing method
for prediction signal generation. Then, when a same process-
ing method is not previously used as information on a pro-
cessing method for prediction signal generation, the encoder
107 stores new information on a processing method for gen-
erating a prediction signal together with an identification
number. Thereafter, the encoder 107 encodes, for every target
block of an encoding target frame picture, a reference list
number and a motion vector for prediction signal generation,
and quantized transform coefficients of residual signal, and
outputs the encoded reference list number, motion vector, and
quantized transform coefficients of residual signal to the out-
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put unit 110 together with the above-described prediction
signal generation method encoded data. FIG. 26 is a sche-
matic of encoded data. In FIG. 26, an example is illustrated in
which information on a processing method for generating a
prediction signal of a first reference picture differs from pre-
viously encoded information on a processing method for
prediction signal generation, while information on a process-
ing method for generating a prediction signal of second and
third reference pictures is similar to previously encoded infor-
mation on a processing method for prediction signal genera-
tion.

A moving picture encoding method according to the modi-
fication example 1 is a process performed by the encoder 107
to encode prediction signal generation method information.
Therefore, processing to encode prediction signal generation
method information is described using FIG. 38.

As illustrated in FIG. 38, the encoder 107 determines
whether or not information on a processing method per-
formed on a reference picture for generating a prediction
signal (prediction signal generation method information) is
similar to previously used information on a processing
method (step S121). If the prediction signal generation
method information is not similar to previously used infor-
mation on a processing method (NO in step S121), the
encoder 107 determines a new number as an identification
number of a generation method in ascending order (step
S124); encodes a reference list number, the determined new
identification number, and the prediction signal generation
method information; outputs encoded numbers and informa-
tion to the prediction signal generation method controller 102
through the line .113 (step S125); and then stores the predic-
tion signal generation method information together with the
new identification number (step S126).

In contrast, if the prediction signal generation method
information is similar to the previously used informationon a
processing method (YES in step S121), the encoder 107 sets
the identification number of the previously used processing
method as an identification number of a prediction signal
generation method (step S122); encodes only a reference list
number and the set identification number; and outputs the
encoded numbers to the prediction signal generation method
controller 102 through the line 1113 (step S123).

Then, the encoder 107 determines whether or not the
above-described processing from steps S121 to S126 is com-
pleted on all of the reference pictures (step S127). If a refer-
ence picture remains unprocessed (NO in step S127), the
encoder 107 repeats processing from steps S121 to S126 on
the unprocessed reference picture. In contrast, if processing is
completed on all of the reference pictures (YES in step S127),
the encoder 107 ends processing of FIG. 38.

The structure of a moving picture encoding program
according to the modification example 1 is similar to the
structure of the moving picture encoding program of the
above-described embodiment (FIG. 16). Therefore, descrip-
tion thereof is omitted. In this regard, the operation of the
encoder 107, of which the encoding module 1907 causes a
computer to operate, is according to the modification example
1.

Moving Picture Decoding Device and Moving Picture
Decoding Method

Next, a moving picture decoding device according to the
modification example 1 of the above-described embodiment
is described. The moving picture decoding device according
to the modification example 1 of the above-described
embodiment is similar to the moving picture decoding device
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1000 of the above-described embodiment except for the
decoder 1002. Accordingly, only the decoder 1002 is
described.

The decoder 1002 stores previously decoded information
on a processing method for prediction signal generation
together with an identification number. The identification
number and information on a processing method for predic-
tion signal generation corresponding to the identification
number that are stored in the decoder 1002 are similar to the
aforementioned information illustrated in FIG. 23. The
decoder 1002 decodes information on a processing method
for prediction signal generation for every reference picture
before decoding the first target block of a decoding target
frame picture from encoded data input through the input unit
101. The encoded data that is a decoding target is similar to
the aforementioned encoded data illustrated in FIG. 26. The
decoder 1002 decodes, for every reference picture, its refer-
ence list number and identification number of a generation
method. Then, the decoder 1002 determines whether or not
the decoded identification number is a previously decoded
identification number of information on a processing method
for prediction signal generation. When the decoded identifi-
cation number is a previously decoded identification number
of information on a processing method for prediction signal
generation, the decoder 1002 outputs stored information on a
processing method for prediction signal generation having
the same identification number to the prediction signal gen-
eration method controller 1003 through the line .1010. When
the decoded identification number differs from a previously
decoded identification number of information ona processing
method for prediction signal generation, the decoder 1002
decodes a subsequent code so as to acquire information on a
processing method for prediction signal generation, and out-
puts the acquired information to the prediction signal genera-
tion method controller 1003 through the line [.1010. At this
time, the decoder 1002 stores newly decoded information on
aprocessing method for prediction signal generation together
with the decoded identification number. The decoder 1002
performs the above-described processing to the number of
reference pictures. Then, the decoder 1002 decodes, for every
target block of a decoding target frame picture, a reference list
number of a reference picture used for generating a prediction
signal, and outputs the decoded reference list number to the
prediction signal generation method controller 1003 and the
frame memory 1004 through the line L1011. Then, the
decoder 1002 decodes a motion vector used for generating a
prediction signal and outputs the decoded motion vector to
the frame memory 1004 through the line L.1012. Then, the
decoder 1002 decodes quantized transform coefficients of
residual signal, and outputs the decoded signal to the de-
quantization/inverse-transform unit 1006.

A moving picture decoding method according to the modi-
fication example 1 is a process performed by the decoder
1002 to decode prediction signal generation method informa-
tion. Therefore, processing to decode prediction signal gen-
eration method information is described by FIG. 39.

As illustrated in FIG. 39, the decoder 1002 decodes a
reference list number and an identification number of a pre-
diction signal generation method of a reference picture of a
certain reference list number (step S1021), and determines
whether or not the decoded identification number is similar to
a previously used identification number of a processing
method (step S1022). If the decoded identification number is
not the same as a previously used identification number of a
processing method (NO in step S1022), the decoder 1002
decodes a code succeeding the identification number so as to
acquire prediction signal generation method information,
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outputs the acquired information to the prediction signal gen-
eration method controller 1003 through the line L1010 (step
S1024), and stores the above-described prediction signal gen-
eration method information together with the identification
number (step S1025).

In contrast, if the decoded identification number is the
same as a previously used identification number of a process-
ing method (YES in step S1022), the decoder 1002 reads out
stored prediction signal generation method information hav-
ing the same identification number, and outputs the informa-
tion to the prediction signal generation method controller
1003 through the line [.1010 (step S1023).

Then, the decoder 1002 determines whether or not the
above-described processing from steps S1021 to S1025 is
completed on all of the reference pictures (step S1026). If a
reference picture remains unprocessed (NO in step S1026),
the decoder 1002 repeats processing from steps S1021 to
S1025 on the unprocessed reference picture. In contrast, if
processing is completed on all of the reference pictures (YES
in step S1026), the decoder 1002 ends processing of FIG. 39.

The structure of a moving picture decoding program
according to the modification example 1 is similar to the
structure of the moving picture decoding program of the
above-described embodiment (FIG. 17). Therefore, descrip-
tion thereof is omitted. In this regard, the operation of the
decoder 1002, of which the decoding module 2002 causes a
computer to operate, is according to the modification example

Operations and Effects of the Modification Example 1

Here, the operations and effects of the moving picture
encoding device 100 according to the modification example 1
are described. In the moving picture encoding device 100,
when prediction-encoding a target block of an encoding tar-
get frame picture, the prediction signal generation method
controller 102 determines a processing method (combination
of processes) by which a residual signal becomes minimum
by combining a plurality of preliminarily determined pro-
cesses for every reference picture, and the prediction signal
generator 104 performs processing on a reference picture
based on the determined processing method so as to generate
a prediction signal, thereby enabling provision of a preferred
prediction signal suitable for a target block of an encoding
target frame picture and performance of encoding with high
efficiency. In addition, the encoder 107 encodes, for every
reference picture, information on a processing method for
prediction signal generation together with an identification
number, and encodes only the identification number when the
information on a processing method for prediction signal
generation is the same as previously encoded information on
a processing method for prediction signal generation. As a
result, the encoder 107 can encode information on a process-
ing method for prediction signal generation with little
encoded data.

The operations and effects of the moving picture decoding
device 1000 according to the modification example 1 are
described. In the moving picture decoding device 1000 when
prediction-decoding a target block of a decoding target frame
picture, the prediction signal generation method controller
1003 decodes a processing method by which a residual signal
becomes minimum (combination of processes) for every ref-
erence picture, and the prediction signal generator 1005 per-
forms processing on a reference picture based on the decoded
processing method so as to generate a prediction signal,
thereby enabling to provide a preferred prediction signal suit-
able for a target block of a decoding target frame picture and
perform decoding with high efficiency. In addition, the
decoder 1002 decodes, for every reference picture, informa-
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tion on a processing method for prediction signal generation
together with an identification number, and decodes only the
identification number when the information on a processing
method for prediction signal generation is the same as previ-
ously decoded information on a processing method for pre-
diction signal generation. As a result, the decoder 1002 can
decode information on a processing method for prediction
signal generation with little encoded data.

In the moving picture encoding device and moving picture
decoding device according to the modification example 1 of
the present embodiment, the encoder 107 and the decoder
1002 may preliminarily store, in common, some identifica-
tion numbers and information on processing methods for
prediction signal generation corresponding to the identifica-
tion numbers. Accordingly, the case in which only a reference
list number and an identification number need to be encoded
and decoded as reference picture generation method encoded
data increases. The moving picture encoding device and the
moving picture decoding device can encode and decode
information with a processing method for producing a refer-
ence picture with less encoded data. Alternatively, an identi-
fication number and information on a processing method for
prediction signal generation corresponding to the identifica-
tion number may be stored in common in the encoder 107 and
the decoder 1002 by a different method from being encoded
and decoded so as to be included in encoded data.

In the moving picture encoding device and the moving
picture decoding device according to the modification
example 1 of the present embodiment, even when an encoded
and decoded identification number and information on a pro-
cessing method for prediction signal generation correspond-
ing to the identification number differs from previously
encoded and decoded identification number and information
on a processing method for prediction signal generation cor-
responding to the identification number, the encoded and
decoded identification number and the information may over-
write the previously encoded and decoded identification
number and information on a processing method for predic-
tion signal generation corresponding to the identification
number without being added as a new identification number
to the encoder 107 and the decoder 1002. In this case, predic-
tion signal generation method encoded data includes, in front
of'a code representing an identification number, information
regarding whether or not an overwriting has been executed on
an existing identification number and information on a pro-
cessing method for prediction signal generation correspond-
ing to the existing identification number. The moving picture
encoding device encodes and adds the information using the
encoder 107 while the moving picture decoding device
decodes the information using the decoder 1002. FIG. 27 is a
schematic of prediction signal generation method encoded
data including information representing whether or not an
overwriting is executed on an existing identification number
and information on a processing method for prediction signal
generation corresponding to the identification number.
Accordingly, when the number of types of information on a
processing method for prediction signal generation increases,
an identification number can be reutilized by being overwrit-
ten. As a result, the quantity of new identification numbers
does not need to increase, and an identification number can be
encoded and decoded with a short code length.

In the moving picture encoding device and the moving
picture decoding device according to the modification
example 1 of the present embodiment, information for
entirely resetting previously encoded and decoded identifica-
tion number and information on a processing method for
prediction signal generation corresponding to the identifica-
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tion number stored in the encoder 107 and the decoder 1002
to an initial state may be included in the prediction signal
generation method encoded data. Encoding and decoding
may be performed on the prediction signal generation method
encoded data. FIG. 28 is a schematic of prediction signal
generation method encoded data including information for
entirely resetting to an initial state previously encoded and
decoded identification number and information on a process-
ing method for prediction signal generation corresponding to
the identification number. Accordingly, previously encoded
and decoded information on a processing method for predic-
tion signal generation can be initialized one time so as to be
used for encoding and decoding without sequentially being
overwritten.

In the moving picture encoding device according to the
modification example 1 of the present embodiment, the
encoder 107 encodes and outputs data representing a predic-
tion signal generation method once for one frame picture to be
encoded. However, the moving image encoding/decoding
system is not limited thereto. The encoder 107 may encode
and output data representing a prediction signal generation
method once for multiple frame pictures to be encoded or
multiple times for one frame picture to be encoded. In the
moving picture decoding device according to the modifica-
tion example 1 of the present embodiment, the decoder 1002
decodes data representing a prediction signal generation
method once for one frame picture to be decoded. However,
the moving image encoding/decoding system is not limited
thereto. The decoder 1002 may decode data representing a
prediction signal generation method once for a plurality of
frame pictures to be decoded or multiple times for one frame
picture to be decoded. In this case, the encoder 107 inserts an
identifier identifying a type of encoded data in front of the
data representing a prediction signal generation method and a
code of a reference list number of the first target block. Spe-
cifically, the encoder 107 inserts a code “0” when a subse-
quent code is the data representing a prediction signal gen-
eration method, or inserts a code “1”” when a subsequent code
is areference list number that is the beginning of encoded data
of a target block. The decoder 1002 decodes, for the respec-
tive frame pictures, the identifier identifying a type of
encoded data before decoding a reference list number of the
first target block. While decoding, the decoder 1002 recog-
nizes that the subsequent code is the data representing a
prediction signal generation method when the code is “0”, or
recognizes that the subsequent code is a reference list number
that is encoded data of a target block when the code is “1”.
FIG. 29 is a schematic showing encoded data generated when
the data representing a prediction signal generation method is
encoded and decoded at multiple times for one frame picture.
Accordingly, an amount of data to be encoded and decoded
can be reduced when the encoder 107 and the decoder 1002
encodes and decodes information on a processing method for
producing a reference picture once for a plurality of frame
pictures. When information on a processing method for pro-
ducing a reference picture is encoded or decided at a plurality
of times all at once, information on a processing method for
producing a reference picture is encoded or decoded all at
once before some frame pictures are encoded or decoded. As
a result, the processing can proceed without performing dif-
ferent processes alternatively.

Modification Example 2 of the Above-Described
Embodiment

Next, a modification example 2 of the above-described
embodiment is described by using FIGS. 30 to 37, FIG. 40,
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and FIG. 41. In each drawing, same or equivalent parts are
appended with the same numerals.

Moving Picture Encoding Device and Moving Picture
Encoding Method

A moving picture encoding device according to a modifi-
cation example 2 of the above-described embodiment is simi-
lar to the moving picture encoding device 100 of the above-
described embodiment except for operation of the encoder
107. Accordingly, only the encoder 107 is described.

The encoder 107 stores a group of information on previ-
ously encoded processing methods (a combination of pro-
cesses) for generating prediction signals, together with iden-
tification numbers. FIG. 30 is a schematic illustrating the
identification numbers, and the group of information on a
processing method for generating prediction signals with
respect to all of the reference list numbers corresponding
thereto, which are stored in the encoder 107. The encoder 107
compares a group of information on a processing method for
prediction signal generation with respect to all of the refer-
ence list numbers received from the prediction signal genera-
tion method controller 102, with a group of information on a
previously used processing method for producing a group of
reference pictures, and determines an identification number
for the generation method. Specifically, when a group of
information on a processing method to be performed on a
group of reference pictures represented by reference list num-
bers are similar to a group of information on a processing
method used for encoding a past frame picture, the encoder
107 assigns the identification number of the past processing
methods to the generation methods to be performed. Alterna-
tively, when even a piece of information among a group of
information of processing methods for generating prediction
signals to be performed on a group of reference pictures
represented by reference list numbers for prediction signal
generation differs from the information on previously used
processing methods, the encoder 107 assigns a new number to
the generation methods to be performed. Then, for a group of
information whose reference numbers are all compared, the
encoder 107 encodes only an identification number as a group
of information on a processing method for prediction signal
generation when the same processing was previously used,
while encoding an identification number and contents of the
corresponding processes when the same processing was not
previously used, and outputs the encoded identification num-
ber and contents to the prediction signal generation method
controller 102 through the line [.113. The tables of codes
corresponding to the contents of processes are illustrated in
FIG. 5. FIG. 31 is a schematic showing data representing a
prediction signal generation method which replaces a group
of information for a processing method for prediction signal
generation with respect to all of the reference list numbers
when the same processing method was previously used as
FIG. 32 is a schematic showing data representing a prediction
signal generation method with respect to all of the reference
list numbers when the same processing method was not pre-
viously used as a group of information for a processing
method for prediction signal generation. When the same pro-
cessing is not previously used as a group of information for a
processing method for prediction signal generation, the
encoder 107 stores a new group of information on a process-
ing method for prediction signal generation together with a
new identification number. Thereafter, the encoder 107
encodes, for every target block of an encoding target frame
picture, a reference list number and a motion vector for gen-
erating a prediction signal, and quantized transform coeffi-
cients of residual signal, and outputs the encoded reference
list number, motion vector, and quantized transform coeffi-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

30

cients of residual signal to the output unit 110, together with
the above-described prediction signal generation method
encoded data. FIG. 33 is a schematic showing encoded data
when a group of information on a processing method for
generating prediction signals for a group of reference pictures
of all of the reference list numbers is similar to a previously
encoded group of information on a processing method for
prediction signal generation. FIG. 34 is a schematic showing
encoded data when even one piece of information among a
group of information on a processing method for generating
prediction signal generation for a group of reference pictures
of all of the reference list numbers differs from a previously
encoded group of information on a processing method for
prediction signal generation.

A moving picture encoding method according to the modi-
fication example is performed by the encoder 107 to encode
prediction signal generation method information. Therefore,
processing to encode prediction signal generation method
information is described with reference to FIG. 40.

As illustrated in FIG. 40, the encoder 107 determines
whether or not a group of information on a processing method
performed on each reference picture of a group of reference
pictures for prediction signal generation (prediction signal
generation method information group) is similar to a previ-
ously used group of information on a processing method (step
S141). Ifthe prediction signal generation method information
group is not similar to a previously used group of information
on a processing method (NO in step S141), the encoder 107
determines a new number in ascending order as an identifi-
cation number of a generation method information group
(step S144), encodes the determined new identification num-
ber and the prediction signal generation method information
group, outputs the encoded number and the information
group to the prediction signal generation method controller
102 through the line [.113 (step S145), and then stores the
prediction signal generation method information group
together with the new identification number (step S146).

In contrast, if the prediction signal generation method
information group is similar to a previously used group of
information on a processing method (YES in step S141), the
encoder 107 sets the identification number of the previously
used processing method information group as an identifica-
tion number of the present prediction signal generation
method information group (step S142), encodes only the
above-described identification number set to the present
group and outputs the encoded number to the prediction sig-
nal generation method controller 102 through the line 1.113
(step S143).

Then, the encoder 107 determines whether or not the
above-described processing from steps S141 to S146 is com-
pleted on all of the groups of reference pictures (step S147).
If a group of reference pictures remains unprocessed (NO in
step S147), the encoder 107 repeats processing from steps
S141 to S146 on the unprocessed group of reference pictures.
In contrast, if processing is completed on all of the groups of
reference pictures (YES in step S147), the encoder 107 ends
processing of FIG. 40.

The structure of a moving picture encoding program
according to the modification example 2 is similar to the
structure of the moving picture encoding program of the
above-described embodiment (FIG. 16). Therefore, descrip-
tion thereof is omitted. In this regard, the operation of the
encoder 107, which the encoding module 1907 causes a com-
puter to operate, is according to the modification example 2.

Moving Picture Decoding Device and Moving Picture
Decoding Method
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Next, a moving picture decoding device according to the
modification example 2 of the above-described embodiment
is described. The moving picture decoding device according
to the modification example 2 of the above-described
embodiment is similar to the moving picture decoding device
1000 of the above-described embodiment except for the
decoder 1002. Accordingly, only the decoder 1002 is
described.

The decoder 1002 stores a previously decoded group of
information on a processing method for prediction signal
generation together with an identification number. The iden-
tification numbers and corresponding groups of information
on a processing method for prediction signal generation with
respect to all of the reference list numbers that are stored in
the decoder 1002 are the same as the aforementioned groups
of information illustrated in FIG. 30. The decoder 1002
decodes information on a processing method performed on
each reference picture of all of the groups of reference pic-
tures for prediction signal generation before decoding the first
target block of a decoding target frame picture from encoded
data input through the input unit 101. The encoded data when
a group of information on processing methods for prediction
signal generation of a group of reference pictures of all of the
reference list numbers is the same as a previously encoded
group of information on a processing method for prediction
signal generation is similar to the aforementioned encoded
dataillustrated in FIG. 33. The encoded data when at least one
piece of information among a group of information on a
processing method for prediction signal generation of a group
of reference pictures of all of the reference list numbers
differs from a previously encoded group information on a
processing method for prediction signal generation is similar
to the aforementioned encoded data illustrated in FIG. 34.
The decoder 1002 decodes, for every decoding target frame
picture, an identification number of information on a predic-
tion signal generation method of a group of reference pictures
of all of the reference list numbers. Then, the decoder 1002
determines whether or not the decoded identification number
is a previously decoded identification number of a group of
information on a processing method for prediction signal
generation. When the decoded identification number is an
identification number of a previously decoded group of a
processing method for prediction signal generation, the
decoder 1002 outputs a stored group of information on a
processing method for prediction signal generation having
the same identification number to the prediction signal gen-
eration method controller 1003 through the line .1010. When
the decoded identification number differs from a previously
decoded identification number of a group of information on a
processing method for prediction signal generation, the
decoder 1002 decodes a subsequent code so as to acquire
information on processing methods for prediction signal gen-
eration with respect to a group of reference pictures of all of
the reference list numbers, and outputs the acquired informa-
tion to the prediction signal generation method controller
1003 through the line 1.1010. At this time, the decoder 1002
stores a newly decoded group of information on a processing
method for prediction signal generation together with the
decoded identification number. Then, the decoder 1002
decodes, for every target block of a decoding target frame
picture, reference list numbers of a group of reference pic-
tures used for prediction signal generation, and outputs the
decoded reference list numbers to the prediction signal gen-
eration method controller 1003 and the frame memory 1004
through the line L.1011. Then, the decoder 1002 decodes a
motion vector used for prediction signal generation, and out-
puts the decoded motion vector to the frame memory 1004
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through the line 1.1012. Then, the decoder 1002 decodes
quantized transform coefficients of residual signal, and out-
puts the decoded signal to the de-quantization/inverse-trans-
form unit 1006.

A moving picture decoding method according to the modi-
fication example 2 is performed by the decoder 1002 to
decode prediction signal generation method information.
Therefore, processing to decode prediction signal generation
method information is described with reference to FIG. 41.

As illustrated in FIG. 41, the decoder 1002 decodes an
identification number of a prediction signal generation
method information group on a certain group of reference
pictures (step S1041), and determines whether or not the
decoded identification number is the same as a previously
used identification number of a group of information on a
processing method (step S1042). If the decoded identification
number is not the same as a previously used identification
number of a group of information on a processing method
(NO in step S1042), the decoder 1002 decodes a code suc-
ceeding the identification number so as to acquire a prediction
signal generation method information group, outputs the
acquired information group to the prediction signal genera-
tion method controller 1003 through the line L1010 (step
S1044), and stores the prediction signal generation method
information group together with the identification number
(step S1045).

In contrast, if the decoded identification number is the
same as a previously used identification number of a group of
information on a processing method (YES in step S1042), the
decoder 1002 reads out a stored prediction signal generation
method information group having the same identification
number, and outputs the information group to the prediction
signal generation method controller 1003 through the line
11010 (step S1043).

Then, the decoder 1002 determines whether or not the
above-described processing from steps S1041 to S1045 is
completed on all of the groups of reference pictures (step
S1046). If a group of reference pictures remains unprocessed
(NO in step S1046), the decoder 1002 repeats processing
from steps S1041 to S1045 on the unprocessed group of
reference pictures. In contrast, if processing is completed on
all of the groups of reference pictures (YES in step S1046),
the decoder 1002 ends processing of FIG. 41.

The structure of a moving picture decoding program
according to the modification example 2 is similar to the
structure of the moving picture decoding program of the
above-described embodiment (FIG. 17). Therefore, descrip-
tion thereof is omitted. In this regard, the operation of the
decoder 1002, upon which the decoding module 2002 causes
a computer to operate is according to the modification
example 2.

Operations and Effects of the Modification Example 2

Here, the operations and effects of the moving picture
encoding device 100 are described. In the moving picture
encoding device 100, when prediction-encoding a target
block of an encoding target frame picture, the prediction
signal generation method controller 102 determines a pro-
cessing method by which a residual signal becomes minimum
by combining a plurality of predetermined processes for
every reference picture of a group of reference pictures, and
the prediction signal generator 104 performs processing on
each reference picture of the group of reference pictures
based on the determined processing method so as to generate
a prediction signal, thereby enabling provision of a preferred
prediction signal suitable for a target block of an encoding
target frame picture and performance of encoding with high
efficiency. In addition, the encoder 107 encodes, for every



US 9,241,172 B2

33

frame picture, a group of information on a processing method
for prediction signal generation for all of the groups of refer-
ence pictures together with an identification number, and
encodes only the identification number when the group of
information is the same as a previously encoded group of
information on a processing method for prediction signal
generation. As a result, the encoder 107 can encode informa-
tion regarding processing for producing a group of reference
pictures with less encoded data.

The operations and effects of the moving picture decoding
device 1000 are described. In the moving picture decoding
device 1000, when prediction-decoding a target block of a
decoding target frame picture, the prediction signal genera-
tion method controller 1003 decodes a group of information
on a processing method by which a residual signal becomes
minimum for every group of reference pictures, and the pre-
diction signal generator 1005 performs processing on each
reference picture of the group of reference pictures based on
the decoded processing method so as to generate a prediction
signal, thereby enabling provision of a preferred group of
reference pictures suitable for a target block of a decoding
target frame picture and performance of decoding with high
efficiency. In addition, the decoder 1002 decodes, for every
frame picture, a group of information on a processing method
for prediction signal generation for all of the groups of refer-
ence pictures together with an identification number, and
decodes only the identification number when the group of
information is the same as a previously decoded group of
information on a processing method for prediction signal
generation. As a result, the decoder 1002 can decode infor-
mation for producing a group of reference pictures with less
encoded data.

In the moving picture encoding device and the moving
picture decoding device according to the modification
example 2 of the present embodiment, the encoder 107 and
the decoder 1002 may preliminarily store in common some
identification numbers and corresponding groups of informa-
tion on a processing method for prediction signal generation.
Accordingly, the case where only an identification number
needs to be encoded and decoded as reference picture gen-
eration method encoded data increases. The moving picture
encoding device can encode a group of information on a
processing method for producing a group of reference pic-
tures with less encoded data. The moving picture decoding
device can decode a group of information on a processing
method for producing a group of reference pictures with less
encoded data. Alternatively, an identification number and
corresponding group of information on a processing method
for prediction signal generation may be stored in common in
the encoder 107 and the decoder 1002 by a different method
from being encoded and decoded so as to be included in
encoded data.

In the moving picture encoding device and the moving
picture decoding device according to the modification
example 2 of the present embodiment, even when an encoded
and decoded identification number and corresponding group
of information on a processing method for prediction signal
generation differ from a previously encoded and decoded
identification number and corresponding group of informa-
tion on a processing method for prediction signal generation,
an encoded and decoded identification number and corre-
sponding group of information may overwrite the previously
encoded and decoded identification number and correspond-
ing group of information on a processing method for predic-
tion signal generation to avoid a new identification number
being added to the encoder 107 and the decoder 1002. In this
case, prediction signal generation method encoded data
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includes, in front of a code of an identifier, information on
whether or not an overwriting is executed on an existing
identifier number and corresponding group of information on
a processing method for prediction signal generation. The
moving picture encoding device encodes and adds the infor-
mation using the encoder 107 while the moving picture
decoding device decodes the information using the decoder
1002. FIG. 35 is a schematic of prediction signal generation
method encoded data including information on whether or
not an overwriting is executed on an existing identifier num-
ber and a corresponding group of information on a processing
method for prediction signal generation. Accordingly, when
the number of types of groups of information on a processing
method for producing a group of reference pictures increases,
an identification number can be reutilized by being overwrit-
ten. As a result, new identification numbers do not need to
increase, and an identification number can be encoded and
decoded with a short code length.

In the moving picture encoding device and the moving
picture decoding device according to the modification
example 2 of the present embodiment, information to entirely
reset previously encoded and decoded identification number
and a corresponding group of information on a processing
method for prediction signal generation stored in the encoder
107 and the decoder 1002 to an initial state may be included
in prediction signal generation method encoded data. Encod-
ing and decoding may be performed on the prediction signal
generation method encoded data. FIG. 36 is a schematic of
prediction signal generation method encoded data including
information to entirely reset previously encoded and decoded
identification number and a corresponding group of informa-
tion on a processing method for prediction signal generation
to an initial state. Accordingly, a previously encoded and
decoded group of information on a processing method for
prediction signal generation can be initialized one time so as
to be used for subsequent encoding and decoding without
sequentially being overwritten.

In the moving picture encoding device and the moving
picture decoding device according to the modification
example 2 of the present embodiment, the encoder 107
encodes and outputs the data representing a prediction signal
generation method once for a respective frame picture. But
the moving image encoding/decoding system is not limited
thereto. The encoder 107 may encode and output the data
representing a prediction signal generation method once for a
plurality of frame pictures or at multiple times for a respective
frame picture The decoder 1002 decodes the data represent-
ing a prediction signal generation method once for a respec-
tive frame picture to be decoded. But the moving image
encoding/decoding system is not limited thereto. The decoder
1002 may decode the data representing a prediction signal
generation method once for a plurality of frame pictures or at
multiple times for a respective frame picture. In this case, the
encoder 107 inserts an identifier identifying a type of encoded
data in front of the data representing a prediction signal gen-
eration method and a code of a reference list number of the
first target block. Specifically, the encoder 107 inserts a code
“0” when the subsequent code is the data representing a
prediction signal generation method or inserts a code “1”
when the subsequent code is a reference list number that is the
beginning of encoded data of a target block. The decoder
1002 decodes, for a respective frame picture, the identifier
identifying a type of encoded data before decoding a refer-
ence list number of the first target block. While decoding, the
decoder 1002 recognizes that the subsequent code is the data
representing a prediction signal generation method when the
code is “0” or recognizes that the subsequent code is a refer-



US 9,241,172 B2

35

ence list number that is encoded data of a target block when
the code is “1”. FIG. 37 is a schematic showing encoded data
when the data representing a prediction signal generation
method is encoded and decoded at multiple times for a respec-
tive frame picture. Accordingly, an amount of data to be
encoded and decoded can be reduced when a group of infor-
mation on a processing method for producing a group of
reference pictures is encoded and decoded once for a plurality
of frame pictures. When a group of information on a process-
ing method for producing reference pictures is encoded or
decoded at a plurality of times all at once, the group of
information on a processing method for producing a refer-
ence picture is encoded or decoded all at once before some
frame pictures are encoded or decoded. As a result, a process-
ing can proceed without performing different processes alter-
natively.

As another example of the aforementioned table relating to
apixel interpolation filter of FIG. 14(5), the table illustrated in
FIG. 44 can be cited. In the table illustrated in FIG. 44, a list
of a type of pixel interpolation filter includes list numbers O,
1,2, and 3. An H.264 interpolation filter (S_FIF) is allocated
to the list number 0. An SAIF_HALF interpolation filter is
allocated to the list number 1. The list numbers 2 and 3 are
“Reserved” (to be determined).

As another example of FIG. 23 (table illustrating informa-
tion on a combination of processes for generating a prediction
signal), the table illustrated in FIG. 45 can be cited. In the
table illustrated in FIG. 45, a list number of a pixel interpo-
lation accuracy, a list number of a type of pixel interpolation
filter, a list number of execution or non-execution of lumi-
nance compensation, and a list number of a calculation round-
ing method in pixel interpolation are stored as information on
a combination of processing methods corresponding to each
identification number. Such information described in FIG. 45
is also called a RPPS (Reference Picture Processing Set), and
includes information necessary for producing a reference
picture used for prediction signal generation. The RPPS is
processed in decoding processing as follows, for example.
First, an RPPS type rpps_type indicating a type of RPPS is
decoded. When the RPPS type rpps_type is not 0, an identi-
fication number (rpps_id) and information on a combination
of processing methods corresponding to the identification
number are decoded and stored. In contrast, when the RPPS
type rpps_type is O, an identification number (rpps_id) for
decoding a present frame is decoded, reconstructed informa-
tion (information on a combination of processes) of FIG. 45
corresponding to the identification number is read out, and a
reference picture used for prediction signal generation is pro-
duced based on the information on a combination of pro-
cesses. The information described in FIG. 45 is a default
value. The information is overwritten with new information
on a combination of processing methods decoded and
obtained when the RPPS type rpps_type is not 0.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

10: recording medium; 12: reader; 14: working memory;
16: memory; 18: display; 30: computer; 40: computer
data signal; 100: moving picture encoding device; 101:
input unit; 102: prediction signal generation method
controller; 103: frame memory; 104: prediction signal
generator; 105: subtractor; 106: transform/quantization
unit; 107: encoder; 108: de-quantization/inverse-trans-
form unit; 109: adder; 110: output unit; 1000: moving
picture decoding device; 1001: input unit; 1002:
decoder; 1003: prediction signal generation method
controller; 1004: frame memory; 1005: prediction sig-
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nal generator; 1006: de-quantization/inverse-transform
unit; 1007: adder; 1008: output unit; 190: moving pic-
ture encoding program; 1900: main module; 1901: input
module; 1902: prediction signal generation method con-
trol module; 1903: storage module; 1904: prediction
signal generation module; 1905: subtraction module;
1906: transform/quantization module; 1907: encoding
module; 1908: de-quantization/inverse-transform mod-
ule; 1909: adding module; 1910: output module; 200:
moving picture decoding program; 2000: main module;
2001: input module; 2002: decoding module; 2003: pre-
diction signal generation method control module; 2004:
storage module; 2005: prediction signal generation
module; 2006: de-quantization/inverse-transform mod-
ule; 2007: adding module; and 2008: output module.

The invention claimed is:

1. A moving picture encoding device that divides an encod-
ing target picture into a plurality of target blocks and performs
prediction encoding in which a prediction signal is generated
for a respective target block with reference to one reference
picture of a plurality of reference pictures, the moving picture
encoding device comprising:

a processor;

aprediction signal generation method controller unit that is
executable by the processor to select one of a plurality of
processes from each of a plurality of respective types of
predetermined processes to determine, for each of the
respective reference pictures, a processing method, the
processing method to be performed to generate a predic-
tion signal, and also executable to determine, for each of
the respective target blocks, a motion vector and one
reference picture, the determined one reference picture
having a corresponding reference list number identify-
ing the determined one reference picture, the plurality of
types of predetermined processes comprising: pixel
interpolation processes indicative of integer pixel accu-
racy or a level of fractional pixel interpolation accuracy,
and types of pixel interpolation filters used to generate
the prediction signal with said integer pixel accuracy or
said level of fractional pixel interpolation accuracy;

a prediction signal generator unit that is executable by the
processor to process the determined one reference pic-
ture, using the determined processing method, to gener-
ate a prediction signal for the respective target blocks;
and

an encoder unit that is executable by the processor to
encode, for each of the respective target blocks, infor-
mation on the determined processing method in associa-
tion with the reference list number identifying the deter-
mined one reference picture, and motion vector
information.

2. The moving picture encoding device according to claim

1, wherein the prediction signal generation method controller
unit is further executable by the processor to select, for a
respective reference picture, the one of the plurality of pro-
cesses from each of the plurality of respective types of pre-
determined processes such that the processing method yields
a minimum error between a target block and the prediction
signal to be obtained for the target block.

3. The moving picture encoding device according to claim
1, wherein the prediction signal generation method controller
unit is further executable to perform motion prediction for
each of the respective target blocks to determine, for each of
the respective target blocks, the motion vector and the one
reference picture having a minimum prediction error.

4. The moving picture encoding device according to claim
1, wherein the encoder unit is further executable by the pro-
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cessor to store, for the respective reference pictures, the infor-
mation on the determined processing method in association
with a respective reference list number.
5. A moving picture decoding device that performs predic-
tion decoding for respective target blocks obtained from
dividing a decoding target picture, a prediction signal is gen-
erated with reference to one reference picture of a plurality of
reference pictures, the moving picture decoding device com-
prising:
a processor;
adecoder unit that is executable by the processor to decode,
from input encoded data, information on a processing
method to be performed on a reference picture to gen-
erate the prediction signal, a reference list number iden-
tifying the reference picture, and motion vector infor-
mation of a respective target block, wherein the
processing method corresponds to the reference list
number and comprises a combination of a selected one
of'a plurality of different predetermined pixel interpola-
tion processes indicative of integer pixel accuracy or a
level of fractional pixel interpolation accuracy, and a
selected one of a plurality of different types of predeter-
mined pixel interpolation filters used to generate the
prediction signal with said integer pixel accuracy or said
level of fractional pixel interpolation accuracy;

aprediction signal generation method controller unit that is
executable by the processor to acquire information on
the processing method to be performed on the reference
picture corresponding to the reference list number, the
information on the processing method acquired based on
the reference list number of the target block decoded by
the decoder unit; and

a prediction signal generator unit that is executable by the

processor to generate the prediction signal for the target
block by processing the reference picture, using the pro-
cessing method to be performed on the reference picture
for the target block, the processing method acquired by
the prediction signal generation method controller unit.

6. The moving picture decoding device according to claim
5, wherein the combination is selected as the processing
method so as to yield a minimum error between the target
block and the prediction signal for the target block, which is
obtained by application of the processing method to the ref-
erence picture.

7. The moving picture decoding device according to claim
5, wherein the decoder unit is further executable by the pro-
cessor to store, for the respective reference picture, informa-
tion on the acquired processing method in association with
the reference list number.

8. A moving picture encoding method performed by a
moving picture encoding device for prediction coding in
which an encoding target picture is divided into a plurality of
target blocks, and a prediction signal is generated for the
respective target blocks with reference to one reference pic-
ture included among a plurality of reference pictures, the
moving picture encoding method comprising:

selecting and combining a plurality of predetermined pro-

cesses with a processor to determine, for the respective
reference pictures, a processing method to be performed
to generate a respective prediction signal, the predeter-
mined processes comprising a selected one of a plurality
of different pixel interpolation processes indicative of
integer pixel accuracy or a level of fractional pixel inter-
polation accuracy, and a selected one of a plurality of
different types of predetermined pixel interpolation fil-
ters processes used to generate the prediction signal with
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said integer pixel accuracy or said level of fractional
pixel interpolation accuracy;
performing motion prediction with the processor to deter-
mine a respective motion vector and a respective refer-
ence picture for each of the respective target blocks, the
determined reference picture having a reference list
number;
processing the determined respective reference picture
with the processor using the determined processing
method to generate the respective prediction signal
for each of the respective target blocks; and
encoding, for each of the respective target blocks, infor-
mation on the determined processing method in asso-
ciation with the reference list number identifying the
determined reference picture and motion vector infor-
mation.
9. A moving picture decoding method performed by a
moving picture decoding device for prediction decoding in
which, for respective target blocks obtained from dividing a
decoding target picture, a prediction signal is generated with
reference to one reference picture of a plurality of reference
pictures, the moving picture decoding method comprising:
decoding with a processor, from input encoded data, infor-
mation on a processing method to be performed on a
reference picture to generate the prediction signal, and a
reference list number identifying the reference picture
and motion vector information of a target block, wherein
the processing method corresponds to the reference list
number and comprises a combination of a selected one
of a plurality of different predetermined pixel interpola-
tion processes indicative of integer pixel accuracy or a
level of fractional pixel interpolation accuracy, and a
selected one of a plurality of different types of predeter-
mined pixel interpolation filters used to generate the
prediction signal with said integer pixel accuracy or said
level of fractional pixel interpolation accuracy;

acquiring with the processor, using the reference list num-
ber of the target block, the information on the corre-
sponding processing method to be performed on the
reference picture corresponding to the reference list
number; and

generating the prediction signal for the target block with

the processor by processing the reference picture using
the processing method to be performed on the reference
picture for the target block.

10. A non-transitory computer readable storage medium
for a moving image encoding/decoding system, the computer
readable storage medium comprising instructions executed
by a computer for performing prediction coding in which an
encoding target picture is divided into a plurality of target
blocks, and for the respective target blocks, a prediction sig-
nal is generated with reference to one reference picture of a
plurality of reference pictures, the instructions comprising:

instructions to select and combine a plurality of predeter-

mined processes to determine, for the respective refer-
ence pictures, a processing method to be performed to
generate a prediction signal, the processing method
comprises a combination of a selected one of a plurality
of different predetermined pixel interpolation processes
indicative of integer pixel accuracy or a level of frac-
tional pixel interpolation accuracy, and a selected one of
a plurality of different types of predetermined pixel
interpolation filters used to generate the prediction sig-
nal with said integer pixel accuracy or said level of
fractional pixel interpolation accuracy;

instructions to perform motion prediction to determine a

respective motion vector and a respective reference pic-
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ture for each of the respective target blocks, the deter-

mined reference picture having a reference list number;

instructions to process the determined reference picture,
using the determined processing method, to generate
the prediction signal for each of the respective target
blocks; and

instructions to encode for each of the respective target
blocks, information on the determined processing
method in association with the reference list number
identifying the determined reference picture and
motion vector information.

11. A non-transitory computer readable storage medium
for an image encoding/decoding system, the computer read-
able storage medium comprising instructions executed by a
computer for performing prediction decoding in which for
respective target blocks obtained from dividing a decoding
target picture, a prediction signal is generated with reference
to one reference picture of a plurality of reference pictures,
the instructions comprising:

instructions to decode, from input encoded data, informa-
tion on a processing method to be performed on a refer-
ence picture to generate a prediction signal, a reference
list number of a target block, and motion vector infor-
mation, wherein the reference list number identifies the
reference picture and corresponds to the processing
method, the processing method comprising a combina-
tion of a selected one of a plurality of different predeter-
mined pixel interpolation processes indicative of integer
pixel accuracy or a level of fractional pixel interpolation
accuracy, and a selected one of a plurality of different
types of predetermined pixel interpolation filters used to
generate the prediction signal with said integer pixel
accuracy or said level of fractional pixel interpolation
accuracy;

instructions to acquire, using the reference list number of
the target block, information on the processing method
to be performed on the reference picture corresponding
to the reference list number; and

instructions to generate the prediction signal for the target
block by processing the reference picture using the cor-
responding processing method to be performed on the
reference picture for the decoding target block.

12. A moving picture encoding device that performs pre-
diction coding in which an encoding target picture is divided
into a plurality of target blocks, and a prediction signal is
generated for each of the respective target blocks with refer-
ence to one set of a group of reference pictures among a
plurality of sets of groups of reference pictures, the moving
picture encoding device comprising:

a processor;

a prediction signal generation method controller unit
executable by the processor to select one of a plurality of
processes from each of a plurality of respective types of
predetermined processes, the processes are selected and
combined by the processor to determine a processing
method to be performed on a corresponding reference
picture included within the group of reference pictures
to generate the prediction signal for a respective target
block, the plurality of types of predetermined processes
comprising: pixel interpolation processes indicative of
integer pixel accuracy or a level of fractional pixel inter-
polation accuracy, and types of pixel interpolation filters
used to generate the prediction signal with said integer
pixel accuracy or said level of fractional pixel interpo-
lation accuracy, and the prediction signal generation
method controller unit is further executable by the pro-
cessor to perform motion prediction to determine, for
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each of the respective target blocks, a respective motion
vector and a reference list number of the corresponding
reference picture, and also identify the group of refer-
ence pictures from among the plurality of sets of groups
of reference pictures;

a prediction signal generator unit that is executable by the
processor to generate the prediction signal for the
respective target block by processing the corresponding
reference picture included within the identified group of
reference pictures using the determined processing
method; and

an encoder unit that is executable by the processor to
encode, for the respective target blocks, the selected one
of the plurality of processes from each of the plurality of
respective types of predetermined processes that were
combined to form the determined processing method, in
association with a respective group of the reference list
numbers identifying the group of determined reference
pictures and motion vector information.

13. A moving picture decoding device that performs pre-
diction decoding in which for respective target blocks
obtained from dividing a decoding target picture, a prediction
signal is generated with reference to one set of a group of
reference pictures among a plurality of sets of groups of
reference pictures, the moving picture decoding device com-
prising:

a processor;

adecoderunit that is executable by the processor to decode,
from input encoded data of a decoding target block, a
group of information representing a plurality of process-
ing methods of the decoding target block, a group of
reference list numbers identifying the one set of the
group of reference pictures, and motion vector informa-
tion of the decoding target block, wherein each of the
processing methods represented in the group of infor-
mation corresponds to a respective reference list number
included in the group of reference list numbers, and each
of the processing methods comprises a combination of a
selected one of a plurality of different predetermined
pixel interpolation processes indicative of integer pixel
accuracy or a level of fractional pixel interpolation accu-
racy, and a selected one of a plurality of different types of
predetermined pixel interpolation filters used to gener-
ate the prediction signal with said integer pixel accuracy
or said level of fractional pixel interpolation accuracy;

aprediction signal generation method controller unit that is
executable by the processor to acquire, using the group
of reference list numbers a corresponding processing
method represented in the group of information, the
corresponding processing method to be performed on a
reference picture included in the identified one set of the
group of reference pictures; and

aprediction signal generator unit executable by the proces-
sor to generate the prediction signal for the decoding
target block by processing each reference picture within
the identified set of reference pictures based on the cor-
responding processing method.

14. A moving picture encoding method performed by a
moving picture encoding device for prediction encoding in
which an encoding target picture is divided into a plurality of
target blocks, and a prediction signal is generated for the
respective target blocks with reference to one set of'a group of
reference pictures among a plurality of sets of groups of
reference pictures, the moving picture encoding method com-
prising:

a processor selecting one of a plurality of processes from

each of a plurality of respective types of predetermined
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processes to determine a processing method, the pro-
cessing method to be performed for each target block to
generate a prediction signal from a reference picture
included in the plurality of sets of groups of reference
pictures, the plurality of types of predetermined pro-
cesses comprising: pixel interpolation processes indica-
tive of integer pixel accuracy or a level of fractional pixel
interpolation accuracy, and types of pixel interpolation
filters used to generate the prediction signal with said
integer pixel accuracy or said level of fractional pixel
interpolation accuracy;
performing motion prediction, with the processor, for
every target block to determine a motion vector and a
group of reference pictures for the respective target
blocks;
the processor associating the processing method per-
formed for each target block with a reference list number
ofarespective determined reference picture from among
the determined group of reference pictures;
processing, with the processor, the determined reference
picture included in the determined group of reference
pictures using the determined processing method to
generate a prediction signal for the respective target
blocks; and

encoding with the processor, for the respective target
blocks, a group of information on the determined
processing method associated with the group of ref-
erence pictures, together with motion vector informa-
tion and a group of reference list numbers identitying
the group of reference pictures.

15. A moving picture decoding method performed by a
moving picture decoding device for prediction decoding in
which for respective target blocks obtained from dividing a
decoding target picture, a prediction signal is generated with
reference to one set of a group of reference pictures among a
plurality of sets of groups of reference pictures, the moving
picture decoding method comprising:

a processor decoding, from input encoded data, motion
vector information of the target blocks, a group of infor-
mation on a processing method to be performed on each
reference picture of a group of reference pictures to
generate the prediction signal, and a group of reference
list numbers respectively identifying the group of refer-
ence pictures, wherein each reference list number
included in the group of reference list numbers is asso-
ciated with a respective processing method in the group
of information to identify the respective processing
method to be performed on each reference picture iden-
tified with the group of reference list numbers, each
respective processing method comprising acombination
of'aselected one of a plurality of different predetermined
pixel interpolation processes indicative of integer pixel
accuracy or a level of fractional pixel interpolation accu-
racy, and a selected one of a plurality of different types of
predetermined pixel interpolation filters used to gener-
ate the prediction signal with said integer pixel accuracy
or said level of fractional pixel interpolation accuracy;

acquiring with the processor, from the group of informa-
tion, the respective processing method for a respective
target block, the respective processing method to be
performed on a reference picture included in the group
of reference pictures, wherein the reference picture is
identified with a reference list number included in the
group of reference list numbers, which is associated with
the respective processing method; and
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generating the prediction signal for the respective target
block by processing the reference picture using the
respective processing method.

16. A non-transitory computer readable storage medium
for a moving image encoding/decoding system, the computer
readable storage medium comprising instructions executed
by a computer for performing prediction encoding in which
an encoding target picture is divided into a plurality of target
blocks, and for the respective target blocks, a prediction sig-
nal is generated with reference to one set of a group of refer-
ence pictures among a plurality of sets of groups of reference
pictures, the instructions comprising:

instructions to select one of a plurality of processes from

each of a plurality of respective types of predetermined
processes to determine a processing method, the pro-
cessing method to be performed on a corresponding
reference picture included within the group of reference
pictures to generate the prediction signal for a respective
target block, the plurality of respective types of prede-
termined processes comprising: pixel interpolation pro-
cesses indicative of integer pixel accuracy or a level of
fractional pixel interpolation accuracy, and types of
pixel interpolation filters used to generate the prediction
signal with said integer pixel accuracy or said level of
fractional pixel interpolation accuracy;

instructions to perform motion prediction to determine, for

each of the respective target blocks, a respective motion
vector and a reference list number of the corresponding
reference picture, and also identify the group of refer-
ence pictures from among the plurality of sets of groups
of reference pictures;

instructions to process the reference picture included

within the group of reference pictures to generate the
prediction signal for the respective target block using the
determined processing method to be performed on the
reference picture of the group of reference pictures for
the respective target blocks; and

instructions to encode, for the respective target blocks,

motion vector information, the selected one of the plu-
rality of processes from each of the plurality of respec-
tive types of predetermined processes that were com-
bined to form the determined processing method on the
determined group of reference pictures, in association
with a respective group of the reference list numbers
which respectively identify reference pictures within the
group of reference pictures.

17. A non-transitory computer readable storage medium
for an image encoding/decoding system, the computer read-
able storage medium comprising instructions executed by a
computer for performing prediction decoding in which, for
respective target blocks obtained from dividing a decoding
target picture, a prediction signal is generated with reference
to one set of a group of reference pictures among a plurality of
sets of groups of reference pictures, the instructions compris-
ing:

instructions to decode, from input encoded data of a decod-

ing target block, a group of information representing a
plurality of processing methods, a group of reference list
numbers identifying the one set of the group of reference
pictures, and motion vector information of every decod-
ing target block, wherein each of the processing methods
represented in the group of information corresponds to a
respective reference list number included in the group of
reference list numbers, and comprises a combination of
a selected one of a plurality of different predetermined
pixel interpolation processes indicative of integer pixel
accuracy or a level of fractional pixel interpolation accu-
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racy, and a selected one of a plurality of different types of
predetermined pixel interpolation filters used to gener-
ate the prediction signal with said integer pixel accuracy
or said level of fractional pixel interpolation accuracy;

instructions to acquire, using the group of reference list
numbers a corresponding processing method repre-
sented in the group of information, the corresponding
processing method to be performed on a reference pic-
ture included in the identified one set of the group of
reference pictures; and

a prediction signal generator that generates the prediction
signal for the decoding target block by processing the
reference picture within the identified set of reference
pictures, using the corresponding processing method.
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